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PREFACE 


At  a meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegates  to  the  Portland  Con- 
tention, held  in  the  parlor  of  the  Falmouth  House,  July  15th,  1869, 
a State  Executive  Committee  was  appointed,  to  whom  was  entrusted 
the  calling  of  a State  Convention,  to  be  held  at  such  time  and  place 
as  they  might  deem  most  suitable.  Early  in  September  this  commit- 
tee issued  the  following  call : 

Rooms  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association,  ) 

Ho.  23  Fifth  Avenue,  Pittsburgh.  ) 

Dear  Brethren: 

The  second  State  Convention  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations of  Pennsylvania,  will  be  held  at  Williamsport,  November  2d,  1869. 
This  Convention  was  decided  upon  at  a meeting  of  the  delegates  from  Penn- 
sylvania Associations  present  at  the  International  Convention,  held  at  Portland, 
in  July,  and  the  undersigned  were  appointed  a Committee  to  make  the  neces- 
sary arrangements. 

The  object  of  this  State  call  is,  as  we  understand  it,  to  arouse  the  Associa 
tions  to  greater  activity  and  efficiency  in  their  own  work,  and  to  promote  the 
establishment  of  similar  associations  in  places  now  unoccupied.  To  effect 
this,  the  delegates  at  Portland  deemed  this  meeting  of  very  great  importance. 
Our  own  State  has  but  very  few  of  these  societies  in  proportion  to  its  popula- 
tion. The  demand  is  specially  great  on  account  of  the  large  number  of  young 
men  in  the  State,  and  the  fitness  of  this  instrumentality  to  reach  them ; and 
associations  already  existing  can  be  of  great  assistance  in  the  formation  of 
others  in  neighboring  towns  and  villages.  We  therefore  extend  to  every  asso- 
ciation a cordial  invitation  to  be  represented  by  delegates  (the  number  to  be 
left  to  their  own  discretion,)  at  this  the  second  State  Convention  of  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Associations  in  Pennsylvania;  and  further,  we  urge  as  essen- 
tial to  the  success  of  this  undertaking,  that  the  associations  now  organized 
regard  it  as  especially  devolving  upon  them  to  arouse  attention  to,  and  interest 
in  the  Convention  throughout  their  own  and  adjoining  counties. 
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But  one  principal  object  in  view  would  be  defeated,  should  this  invitation  be 
considered  as  extended  only  to  Associations.  We,  therefore,  invite  every  pas- 
tor, whom  this  circular  may  reach,  and  who  resides  where  there  is  no  associa- 
tion, to  be  present  himself,  and  to  urge  the  attendance  of  one,  at  least,  of  the 
most  active  of  his  young  men. 

In  the  preparation  for  our  assembling,  it  is  important  that  the  Committee 
know,  as  far  as  possible,  who  will  be  there.  Those,  therefore,  that  expect  to> 
attend,  and  those  also  who  will  try  to  do  so,  will  confer  a favor  by  making 
their  intentions  known  at  an  early  day,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee. 
All  who  wish  circulars,  that  may  hereafter  Ire  issued  in  connection  with  this 
meeting,  giving  topics  for  discussion  or  any  information  that  may  be  of  use  to- 
delegates,  can  secure  them  by  addressing  the  chairman. 

Brethren,  we  need  this  meeting.  All  other  forces  are  organized.  Our  work 
is  surely  no  less  deserving  of  thoughtful  consideration  and  systematic  effort. 
We  have  been  slow  in  making  any  movement,  let  us  be  all  the  more  energetic 
in  action.  No  more  promising  work  could  be  presented  to  young  Christians, 
than  this  of  combining  to  win  their  fellows  to  the  love  and  service  of  the  Mas- 
ter. But  let  us  not  for  a moment  forget,  as  we  labor  and  pray  for  the  Con- 
vention, that  “ except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it.”’ 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  K.  C re  k,  Chairman,  Pittsburgh. 

W.  K.  Jennings,  “ 

John  Wanamaker,  Philadelphia . 

Rev.  J.  L.  Smith,  Erie. 

J.  II.  Gable,  Williamsport. 

Early  in  October,  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  of  Williamsport,  sent  out  the  following 
circular : 

Rooms  of  the  Young  Men’s  Chp.istian  Association,  ) 

Williamsport.  $ 

Dear  Brother  : — The  answers  to  the  call  for  a State  Convention  already 
received  by  the  Executive  Committee,  have  been  very  gratifying.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements  at  Williamsport,  appointed  by  the  Association  to  act 
in  connection  with  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  State,  have  now  the 
pleasure  to  extend,  on  their  own  part,  the  hospitalities  of  their  Association  and 
of  this  Christian  community. 

Delegates,  on  their  arrival  in  the  city,  will  please  report  to  A.  D.  Lundy,. 
Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Entertainment  in  the  Parlors  of  the 
« Herdic  House,”  adjoining  the  Depot,  who  will  take  pleasure  in  assigning 
them  “ homes”  during  their  stay  with  us. 

For  the  accommodation  of  any  who  may  prefer  stopping  at  a hotel,  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  with  the  proprietors  of  the  “ Herdic  House”  and  “ City 
Hotel,”  for  the  entertainment  of  Delegates  at  $2  per  day. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  following  railroads,  by  which  Dele- 
gates paying  full  fare  coming  to  the  Convention,  will  be  returned  free  upon 
certificate  of  the  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Arrangements  : The  Pennsylva- 
nia, with  all  its  branches;  the  Philadelphia  and  Erie;  Cumberland  Valley  ; 
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Lackawanna  and  Bloomsburg;  Lehigh  Valley,  and  Pittsburgh  and  Connells- 
ville.  The  Catawissa,  and  Philadelphia  and  Reading  roads,  with  their  branch- 
es, will  sell  coupon  tickets,  entitling  the  holder  to  come  and  return  for  one 
fere.  Negotiations  are  pending  with  the  Northern  Central  and  other  promi- 
nent roads,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  same  liberal  arrange- 
ments will  be  accorded  us  by  them. 

The  Opening  Meeting,  for  organization,  will  be  held  in  the  Pine  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at  2 o’clock,  Tuesday  afternoon,  November  2d. 

The  regular  business  sessions  of  the  Convention  will  also  be  held  in  this 
Church  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday, — morning,  afternoon  and  evening. 

The  “ Welcome  Meeting”  on  Tuesday  Evening,  and  the  “ Farewell 
Meeting”  on  Thursday  Evening,  will  take  place  in  the  Court  House. 

Business  Committees,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Convention,  will  bring  before 
it  such  subjects  as  they  may  deem  best,  but  the  Executive  Committee  hav  e 
proposed  the  following,  which  they  regard  as  of  prime  importance  to  the  in- 
terests of  Associations  in  our  State  : 

1st.  What  is  the  special  work  for  which  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa- 
tions have  been  called  into  existence  ? 

2d.  What  means  for  mental  improvement,  actually  tried,  have  been  most 
effectual  in  attracting  young  men  to  the  rooms  of  the  Association,  and  under 
its  influence  ? 

3d.  What  means  shall  be  used  by  the  Associations  to  improve  the  religious 
and  social  condition  of  young  men  ? 

4th.  What  is  our  duty  toward  the  casual  visitors  at  our  rooms,  and  how  can 
it  best  be  performed  ? 

5th.  What  is  the  work  for  Associations  in  smaller  towns  and  in  the  country, 
and  how  best  carried  on  ? 

6th.  The  opportunities  afforded  by  the  Association,  for  Ministers  of  the 
Gospel  to  embrace  in  the  service  of  the  Master  ? 

And  they  suggest,  that  in  connection  with  the  closing  service  of  the  last 
evening,  the  topic  be  “ Personal  Consecration  to  Christ.” 

If  your  Association  has  not  already  appointed  Delegates  ; or  if  your  town — 
in  case  no  Association  exists — has  no  one  yet  decided  on  as  its  Delegate,  do 
not  let  the  matter  be  delayed.  Will  not  you  feel  personally  responsible  for 
this,  so  that  you  may  assist  thus  in  giving  to  the  Churches,  throughout  the  State, 
an  instrument  that  God  has  so  universally  honored. 

Our  plans  are  matured  as  far  as  we  can  affect  this,  but  without  the  individ- 
ual preparation  of  heart  on  the  part  of  those  in  attendance,  and  without  the 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  take  of  the  things  of  Christ,  and  to  show  them 
to  us,  our  meeting  will  be  of  little  avail.  May  God  grant  such  preparation  , 
may  He  be  with  you  in  coming;  and  may  He  crown  our  gathering  with  this 
rich  blessing  that  we  crave, — His  own  presence. 

J.  A.  Woodward, 

J.  P.  W.  Riley, 

E.  Davidson,  Jr. 

Committee  of  Arrangements . 
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These  and  other  circulars,  to  associations,  to  ministers,  and  to  the 
press,  issued  by  the  Executive  Committee,  as  well  as  stirring  appeals 
from  committees  of  co-operation  in  Philadelphia  and  Erie,  were  ex- 
tensively circulated  in  all  parts  of  the  State. 

Knowing  the  extent  of  the  work,  and  our  own  inexperience,  we 
asked  the  united  prayers  of  the  Associations,  and  to  these,  through 
the  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  would  we  ascribe  the  success  of  the 
Convention,  in  point  of  numbers,  in  the  efficiency  of  our  organiza- 
tion, and  the  effect  of  the  Convention  upon  the  delegates,  all  of 
whom  carried  home  with  them  the  spirit  of  the  closing  meeting, 
“ Self  Consecration  to  Christ.”  The  Holy  Spirit  was  manifestly 
present,  not  ouly  in  our  devotional  meeetings,  but  in  our  business 
sessions. 

The  delightful  Christian  companionship  of  the  hospitable  homes 
into  which  the  delegates  were  so  cordially  received,  are  amongst  the 
pleasant  recollections  of  all  the  delegates,  and  could  not  but  add  to 
the  general  good  effect  of  the  Convention. 

The  number  of  delegates  and  corresponding  members  on  the  roll 
of  the  Convention  was  one  hundred  and  seventy-six,  but  others  com- 
ing in  after  the  roll  was  made  up,  and  those  who  failed  to  hand  in 
their  credentials,  would  make  a total  of  full  two  hundred  in  atten- 
dance. 

We  would  desire  to  express  our  obligation  to  Thomas  Marshall, 
Escp,  Cor.  Sec.,  Philadelphia  Association,  not  for  performing  the  du- 
ties so  efficiently  to  which  the  Convention  called  him,  but  for  his 
assistance  in  getting  out  this  report. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  our  friends  to  the  few  advertise- 
ments in  the  appendix.  Those  most  directly  connected  with  our 
work : such  as  books  for  libraries,  the  possession  of  which,  when 
possible,  we  urge  ; tracts  for  distribution,  a work  God  has  most  sig- 
nally blessed;  books  for  religious  reading  to  fit  us  for  our  work,  and 
musical  instruments,  the  possession  of  which  add  so  materially  to 
the  attraction  of  our  rooms  ; and  a very  few  miscellaneous  advertise, 
inents,  most  of  which  were  given  us  by  friends  of  the  cause,  to  aid 
us  in  getting  out  our  report.  We  hope  all  will,  at  least,  be  read,  and 
can  only  say,  our  readers  will  find  the  parties  Christian  gentlemen, 
with  whom  it  will  be  a pleasure  to  do  business. 

Thomas  K.  Cree, 

Chairman  State  Executive  Committee. 


THE 


SECOND  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

OF  THE 

YOUNG  MEN'S 

CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS, 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


The  second*  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Associations  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  assembled  in  the  Pine 
street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Williamsport,  Lycoming  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  Tuesday  afternoon,  Nov. 2d,  1869.  After  a half  hour  spent 
in  devotional  exercises,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  T.  K. 
Cree,  of  Pittsburg,  Chairman  of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  who 
said : 

Brethren  of  the  Convention — As  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  it  is  my  pleasant  duty  to  call  this  the  second  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  to  order.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  read  the  circular  of  the  Executive  Committee,  or 
the  very  cordial  one  issued  by  the  Williamsport  Association,  as  your 
presence  here  is  evidence  that  you  are  conversant  with  them.  We 
have  all  come  up  in  a spirit  of  earnest  prayer,  that  we  might  have 
the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  His  consecrating  influence  upon 
our  hearts  ; that  while  we  learn  how  to  do  the  work,  we  may  catch 
the  enthusiasm  engendered  by  “ working  for  the  Master.”  May  His 
Spirit  be  with  us  in  all  the  sessions  of  this  Convention. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Kev.  Robert  McMillan,  Slippery  Rock. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a temporary  organization. 
Peter  B.  Simons,  of  Philadelphia,  was  elected  Chairman,  and  Rev. 
W.  H.  Locke,  of  Pittsburgh,  Secretary. 

On  motion,  the  following  committees  were  appointed: 

On  Perma-nent  Organization  : W.  K.  Jennings,  Pittsburgh;  A.  I). 
Lundy,  Williamsport;  C.  C.  Shirk,  Erie;  George  D.  Stroud,  Philadel- 
phia; Barton  Armitage,  Huntingdon. 

Business  Committee:  J.  H.  Gable,  Williamsport ; I.  D.  Sankey, 
New  Castle  ; David  A.  Koch,  Sunbury  ; J.M.  Gamble,  Jersey  Shore  ; 
Thomas  D.  Logan,  Pittsburgh  ; C.  K.  Canfield,  Easton  ; 0.  A.  Black, 
Towanda. 


* The  first  Annual  State  Convention  was  held  in  Philadelphia  in  1866. 
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Committee  on  Credentials  : Nelson  F.  Evans,  Philadelphia;  Chas. 
Iv.  Geddes,  Williamsport ; A.Gerould,  Warren  ; Thomas  H.  Wiggins, 
Altoona;  J.  S.  Blair,  Huntingdon. 

Temporary  Devotional  Committee  : Rev.  Robert  McMillen,  Slip- 
pery Rock ; S.  E.  Furst,  Williamsport ; H.  Van  Buskirk,  Danville; 
H.  N.  Thissell,  Philadelphia ; J.  H.  II.  McFarland,  Candor ; Rev.  S. 
Domer,  Pleading;  J.  B.  Lainbach,  Nazareth. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  Marshall,  the  rules  governing  the  Interna- 
tional Convention,  held  at  Portland,  were  adopted  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  present  Convention,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

RULES  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 

1.  The  order  of  each  day’s  proceedings  shall  be  as  follows  : Devotional  Ex- 
ercises— Reading  of  Minutes — Calls  for  Resolutions,  Memorials  and  Proposi- 
tions— Reading  of  Communications— Reports  of  Standing  Committees — Re- 
ports of  Special  Committees — unfinished  Business. 

2.  Immediately  after  the  organization  is  completed,  the  President  shall  air- 
point  the  following  Standing  Committees,  each  to  consist  of  seven  members : 

A Committee  on  Associations,  to  which  shall  be  referred  all  matters  touch- 
ing the  Associations  in  their  individual  and  united  action. 

A Business  Committee,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  business  of  a general 
nature. 

A Committee  on  Public  and  Devotional  Meetings. 

But  the  Convention  may  refer  any  business  to  a Special  Committee  or  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  at  its  pleasure. 

3.  After  the  appointment  of  the  committees,  memorials,  resolutions  and 
propositions  shall  be  referred  by  the  President,  without  action  or  debate,  to  a 
standing  committee,  unless  the  Convention  shall  refer  the  same  to  a selec 
committee,  or  to  the  committee  of  the  Whole  ; and  this  rule  of  reference  shall 
apply  to  all  business  brought  before  the  Convention,  except  such  as  is  inci- 
dental in  its  character. 

4.  The  Convention,  at  any  time,  may  resolve  itself  into  a Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  consider,  in  a general  form,  any  proposition  or  matter  appertain- 
ing to  the  Associations,  with  a view  to  develop  the  experience  of  the  Associa- 
tions and  the  opinions  of  delegates  upon  the  subjects  under  consideration  ; 
and  at  the  close  of  its  discussions  thereon,  the  Committee  shall  report  its  con- 
clusions to  the  Convention  for  its  action;  the  report  to  be  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted for  such  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  by  the  Standing 
Committee,  to  whose  jurisdiction  the  matter  under  discussion  relates,  unless 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall  appoint  a Special  Committee  to  prepare  and 
submit  the  report. 

5.  No  Committee  shall  sit  while  the  Convention  is  in  session,  without  spe- 
cial permission. 

6.  All  Committees  shal  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise  ordered ; 
and  shall  report  matters  referred  to  them,  unless  otherwise  instructed,  previous 
to  the  last  business  session  of  the  Convention. 

7.  All  reports  of  Committees  shall  be  numbered  and  placed  upon  a docket, 
and  brought  up  in  regular  order  in  Convention,  except  such  as  shall  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

8.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  once  on  any  question,  until  others 
who  wish  have  spoken,  not  more  than  ten  minutes,  without  unanimous  con- 
sent ; and  this  rule  shall  prevail  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

9.  All  motions  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  before  they  are  put  to  vote. 

10.  The  vote,  when  desired  by  five  members  of  different  Associations,  on 
anyfproposition,  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  recorded.  In  such  cases, 
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each  Association  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote,  which  shall  be  cast  by  a majority 
of  its  delegates  present. 

11.  Pending  any  question,  it  shall  always  be  in  order  to  move  that  the  de- 
bate close,  which  motion  shall  be  put  without  discussion,  in  this  form,  “Shall 
the  question  now  be  put  ?” 

12.  The  Convention  may  at  any  time  suspend  the  rules  for  a specified  object, 
by  a vote  of  tvvo-tliirds  of  the  members  present. 

13.  That  a Special  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  President,  at  the 
opening  session,  to  whicji  all  resolutions,  memorials  and  propositions  shall  be 
handed  on  or  before  the  second  day  of  the  session  of  the  Convention,  each 
paper  to  contain  the  name  of  the  proposer  and  the  name  of  the  Association 
he  represents.  These  resolutions  to  be  at  once  referred  to  the  Committee 
without  reading. 

During  the  absence  of  the  Committees  the  Convention  joined  in 
devotional  exercises.  Ex-Gov.  Pollock  being  called  upon,  delivered 
an  earnest  address. 

The  Committee  on  permanent  organization  reported,  and  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected  : 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 

PRESIDENT. 

H.  K.  Porter,  Pittsburgh. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

Gen.  J.  A.  Beaver,  Bellefonte, 

Peter  B.  Simons,  Philadelphia, 

A.  Updegraff,  Williamsport. 

SECRETARY. 

Thomas  Marshall,  Philadelphia. 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARIES. 

James  Laughlin,  Jr.,  Pittsburgh, 

H.  H.  Boies,  Scranton, 

H.  T.  Nash,  Corry. 

Oh  taking  the  Chair,  Mr.  Porter  was  congratulated  by  the  Presi- 
dent pro  tern.  On  motion  of  Nelson  P.  Evans  all  the  pastors  of 
Evangelical  Churches  in  Williamsport  were  invited  to  sit  with  the 
Convention  as  corresponding  members. 

The  Committee  on  Devotional  Exercises  reported  a prayer  meet- 
ing to  he  held  to-morrow  morning  at  eight  and  a half  o’clock,  to  be 
led  by  Rev.  Wm.  F.  Cowden,  New  Castle.  On  motion  the  Conven- 
tion adjourned  with  singing  the  Doxology,  and  Benediction,  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Cheever,  Williamsport. 


FIRST  DAY— EVENING. 

WELCOME  MEETING. 

The  meeting  of  welcome  to  the  delegates,  held  at  the  Court  House, 
was  called  to  order  at  74  o’clock,  by  Hon.  James  Gamble,  President 
Judge  of  the  Judicial  District. 
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The  opening  prayer  was  by  Rev.  Mr.  Stanley,  followed  by  the 
hymn, 

“ All  Hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name.” 

Selections  from  the  writings  of  St.  Paul,  were  read  by  Rev* 
Mr.  Hall,  followed  by  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Clapp,  and  singing  the 
hymn, 

“ The  Lord  my  Shepherd  is.” 

The  address  of  welcome  was  then  delivered  by  the  Presiding 
officer,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Williamsport,  as  follows  : 

Delegates  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations: 

Gentlemen  : This  meeting  has  been  called  to  give  expression  to  the 
appreciation  and  regard  in  which  we  hold  this  Convention.  It  has 
been  made  my  duty  to  greet  you,  on  behalf  of  the  public,  distinct 
from  the  churches  and  religious  organizations  of  our  city.  Welcome 
from  our  merchants,  our  mechanics,  our  professional  men,  our  offi- 
cers, our  magistrates.  It  is  with  earnestness  and  cordiality  that 
they  tender  you  their  welcome  in  the  work  of  love  and  fellowship. 
Welcome  to  our  beautiful  valley;  to  our  young  and  prosperous  city, 
the  pride  of  our  county;  welcome  to  our  homes,  our  hospitality,  our 
hearts. 

We  have  not  been  ignorant  of  the  past  achievements  of  your  asso- 
ciations ; we  have  seen  your  flag  often  on  the  held  of  battle — the  ban- 
ner of  peace  and  good  will.  We  have  seen  the  dying  soldier  minis- 
tered to,  and  his  terrible  pains  assuaged  by  your  gentle  hands.  We 
have  seen  the  fiery  passions  of  human  strife  moderated  by  your  influ- 
ence. 

And  now  that  the  bow  of  peace  happily  spans  our  continent,  we 
witness  your  noble  efforts  to  disseminate  truth  and  lead  young  men 
in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  Christianity.  We  appreciate  the  magnitude 
of  this  work,  as  business  men  ; as  officers  and  magistrates  we  have 
witnessed  with  apprehension  the  wide  spread  demoralization,  and 
have  started  in  alarm  at  the  increase  of  crime.  This  age  is  inclined 
to  make  science  the  foundation  instead  of  the  superstructure  of  truth, 
and  lead  young  men  to  infidelity.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  our  young 
men  are  misled,  when  a professor  in  a leading  university  is  tolerated, 
who  openly  teaches  infidelity.  It  is  with  such  teachers  that  the  peace 
of  communities  is  disturbed  ; that  property,  character,  life,  is  assailed 
until  society  is  startled  with  apprehension  ? Your  associations  meet 
this  emergency  ; you  rally  around  the  Bible.  We  love  you,  we  love 
your  flag,  and  we  bid  you  Clod  speed  in  your  glorious  work. 

The  address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  Williamsport  Association, 
in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Armstrong,  was  made 
by  J.  W.  P.  Riley,  the  President  of  the  Williamsport  Association, 
who  spoke  as  follows  : 
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My  Dear  Brothers  : — I harl  no  idea  that  the  duty  and  pleasure 
of  welcoming  you  would  devolve  upon  me.  Mr.  Armstrong,  whose 
burning  words  and  eloquent  voice  would  be  so  much  more  effective, 
being  absent,  I particularly  feel  the  loss,  and  trust  that  my  feeble 
words  will  not  be  taken  as  an  index  of  all  we  feel.  It  is  a pleasure 
to  welcome  you,  and  we  trust  that  your  deliberations  will  show  more 
and  more  plainly  how  to  do  the  work  of  our  Master.  W e feel  honored 
at  the  presence  of  so  many  veterans  in  this  cause— those  who  are 
always  in  the  front  battling  for  truth.  Selfishness  is  a had  thing  in 
any  one,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  particularly  bad  in  Christian  Asso- 
ciations; but  we  must  say  that  our  Association  expects  great  good 
from  your  meeting  here.  We  expect  everything  to  strengthen  and 
encourage  us.  We  have  very  little  to  give  in  return,  except  our 
prayers  and  our  cordial  and  hearty  welcome. 

The  address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  churches  was  made  by 
Rev.  W.  S.  Edwards,  of  the  Mulberry  Street  M.  E.  Church,  who  spoke 
as  follows  : 

Mr.  President  and  Christian  Friends  : — I represent  twenty 
churches,  Protestant  and  Evangelical  in  their  character,  composed  of 
a large  part  of  our  citizens,  and  in  intelligence  and  piety  the  best 
pare.  I feel  honored  in  being  here  to  assure  the  delegates  that  the 
welcome  of  our  churches  is  a hearty  one.  The  Christianity  of  our  city 
is  in  earnest  sympathy  with  your  work.  Our  hearts  greet  you  with 
warmth,  and  we  expect  to  be  profited  by  your  deliberations.  We 
wish  you  to  feel  at  home  among  us.  We  greet  ycu  not  as  strangers, 
bnt  as  friends  and  brothers,  animated  by  the  spirit,  and  engaged  in 
the  work  of  our  Lord  and  Master.  The  churches  take  you  to  their 
hearts  ; they  welcome  you  because  you  bear  the  name  of  Christian  ; 
you  are  above  the  dogmas  of  creeds,  and  lift  men  into  brotherly  co- 
operation. We  see  in  you  evidences  of  genuine  catholicity.  You 
make  more  of  being  Christians  than  of  belonging  to  this  or  that  sect. 
You  have  learned  that  Christian  is  the  noblest  title  a man  can  bear. 
Every  name  is  overshadowed  by  that  best  of  names.  We  welcome 
you  because  you  represent  the  Christian  young  men  of  our  State.  It 
is  a cause  of  gratitude  to  God,  and  of  cheering  hope  for  the  future,, 
that  the  Church  of  to-day  is  strongly  taking  hold  of  the  idea,  that  to 
young  men,  as  a class,  she  has  a peculiar  mission,  especially  to  those 
surrounded  with  temptation  in  cities  and  towns.  There  are  no  more 
willing  or  capable  workers  in  the  church  than  young  men  who  are 
only  waiting  for  encouragement  to  obey  the  command,  “ Go  work  in 
my  vineyard.”  The  churches  lock  to  you  and  point  to  you  as  proofs 
of  their  greatness.  The  Church  has  no  reason  to  look  upon  you  as 
rivals.  We  understand  that  your  banner  bears  the  motto,  “ Christ, 
for  all  the  world,  and  all  the  world  for  Christ.”  That  is  orthodox 
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enough  for  any  church.  We  hope  for  much  from  such  an  accession 
of  praying,  believing,  working  hearts.  Do  not  forget  to  pray  for  the 
churches  and  pastors ; we  have  heard  of  glorious  revivals  following 
your  conventions,— we  hope  it  maybe  so  here!  Welcome!  God 
bless  your  deliberations  to  the  good  of  this  great  cause. 

The  hymn, 

“ Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds,” 

was  then  sung  by  the  audience,  after  which  the  responses  to  the  ad- 
dress of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  Convention,  were  made. 

Hon.  James  Pollock,  of  Philadelphia,  said: 

Me.  President  : — We  receive,  with  all  the  earnestness  with 
which  it  was  extended,  the  warm  welcome  which  you  have  given  us. 
I,  myself,  am  not  a stranger  here.  I am  at  home  on  the  banks  of 
the  Susquehanna.  It  is  a stream,  Mr.  President,  that  you  and  I will 
forever  love,  and  the  people  of  the  valley  are  as  gentle  as  its  waters, 
and  as  hospitable  as  its  fertile  fields.  In  accepting  your  welcome, 
permit  me  to  say.  that  we  come  among  you  not  as  strangers — we 
have  no  strangers  in  our  Convention.  We  meet  in  the  name  of  our 
Elder  Brother,  and  yours,  Jesus  Christ.  A Christian  never  is  a 
stranger  to  Christians.  We  know  as  we  are  known.  We  are  not 
welcomed  as  strangers,  but  as  fellow-citizens  of  a better  country. 
You,  Mr.  President,  are  not  unaccustomed  to  the  seat  you  now  oc- 
cupy. Your  high  office  is  that  of  a guardian  of  public  morals,  and 
distributor  of  justice  ; but  allow  me  to  say  that  the  position  you  now 
occupy  honors  you  more  than  the  one  you  occupy  officially.  You 
know  and  understand  that  the  Christian  Association  has  power  that 
outlives  all  municipal  organizations  ; that  power  for  good  is  concen- 
trated and  energized  in  this  Association.  We  are  glad  that  the 
churches  are  united  in  welcoming  us.  Why  should  they  not  be? 
Were  it  not  for  the  Church  there  would  be  no  Young  Men’s  Chris- 
tian Associations.  The  Church  is  our  mother,  and  we  stand  here 
for  her  who  gave  us  birth.  Look  at  the  age  in  which  we  live.  Is 
science  so  prostituted  in  this  part  of  the  history  of  the  world  that  she 
endeavors  to  prove  the  word  of  God  untrue  ? Here  stands  the 
Christian  Association  of  young  men,  many  of  them  learned  men, 
planting  themselves  on  the  word  of  God,  and  ready  to  defend  it,  if 
necessary,  with  their  lives.  The  Bible  is  the  text  book  and  consti- 
tution of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  God  is  with  us. 
We  accept  your  welcome,  and  your  hospitalities,  and  our  prayers 
shall  go  up  for  3-011. 

Peter  II.  Simons,  President  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa- 
tion of  Philadelphia,  spoke  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President  and  Friends  : A stranger  in  Williamsport 
might  very  naturally  ask.  what  means  this  great  gathering  to-night 
in  this  Temple  of  Justice  ? 
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What  does  it  mean  but  a genuine  Christian  unity,  unity  of  faith  in 
a common  Savior,  unity  of  love  for  a common  humanity,  unity  of 
zeal  and  effort  in  the  cause  of  Christ.  The  delegates  to  this  Chris- 
tian Convention  came  to  Williamsport  as  strangers,  but  you  have 
received  them  in  Christ’s  name  as  friends,  and  if  you  have  conf- 
erred any  honor  upon  them  in  this  enthusiastic  reception  to-night , 
not  unto  them  but  unto  Him  be  all  the  Glory.  The  world  may  boast 
of  its  fraternities,  its  brotherhoods,  but  what  can  compare  with  the 
magnetic  tie  that  binds  Christian  hearts  in  one.  The  Young  Mens’ 
Christian  Associations  are  the  embodiment  of  Christian  union,  em- 
bracing in  its  numbers  all  evangelical  denominations,  forming  a beau- 
tiful mosaic  of  which  Christ  is  the  center.  We  meet  in  Williamsport 
to  devise  means  for  more  extensive  usefulnss  among  the  young  men 
of  our  State,  trusting  that  when  we  leave  your  city,  a blessing  may 
remain  for  these  dear  friends  who  have  given  us  so  hearty  a wel- 
come. This  meeting  of  welcome  will  adjourn,  the  Convention  will 
dissolve,  but  if  we  are  true  to  the  principles  which  have  brought  us 
together,  the  influence  of  these  meetings  will  be  imperishable. 
These  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  bear  the  same  relation 
to  the  Church  of  Christ  as  the  recruiting  agency  bears  to  the  army, 
gathering  in  the  strength,  energy  and  vigor  of  the  good  and  true 
everywhere,  for  the  united  effort  in  the  cause  of  God  and  humanity. 
The  illustrious  men  of  our  own  and  other  ages  have  trained  the 
elements  to  do  their  bidding  and  chaining  them  to  the  car  of  progress 
have  transmitted  unnumbered  blessings  upon  their  posterity.  So 
these  organizations  enroll  and  direct  the  latent  talents  of  Christian 
young  men  all  over  the  land,  binding  them  to  the  car  of  salvation, 
that  through  this  mighty  power  Christ’s  kingdom  may  be  advanced 
and  His  Glor}7  fill  the  whole  earth. 

Following  which  was  the  address  of  Major  William  Frew  of 
Pittsburgh : 

Mr.  President  : I desire  to  reiterate  the  sentiments  of  gratitude 
with  which  we  accept  the  unreserved,  whole-souled  welcome  that  has 
been  tendered  by  the  evangelical  churches  of  your  beautiful  and 
prosperous  city.  It  will  be  ours  in  return  for  this  kindly  expression 
of  your  confidence  in  us,  and  tender  of  your  invaluable  co-operation 
and  counsel,  to  prove  that  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations 
of  Pennsylvania  are  deserving  of  that  confidence,  and  your  most 
hearty  endorsement.  We  shall  try  to  so  conduct  ourselves  and  our 
deliberations  as  to  bring  no  dishonor  on  the  cause  of  our  blessed  Mas- 
ter, “ win  golden  opinions  from  all  sorts  of  people”  and  leave  behind 
ms  when  we  go,  the  fragrance  of  a gentle  Christian  benediction!  Per- 
haps we  may  do  something  to  promote  the  fraternal  feeling,  that 
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should  prevail  amongst  all  of  Christ’s  followers,  to  whatever  division) 
or  regiment  they  may  now  belong — may  strengthen  your  faith — may 
stimulate  you  to  increased  effort  in  the  great  work  of  evangelization- 
Perhaps  we  may  commend  our  cause  to  this  degree  at  least,  that  the 
mothers  and  sisters  of  your  young  men  in  Williamsport  may  use  their 
influence  to  have  them  cast  in  their  lot  with  your  local  association, 
and  join  the  earnest  band  of  young  men  throughout  our  whole  land 
and  throughout (phristendom,  who  are  striving  to  save  this  most  im- 
portant class,  to  Christ  and  the  church  “ which  He  hath  purchased 
with  Ilis  own  precious  blood.”  I deem  it  scarce  necessary  to  repeat 
that  this  association  is  an  outgrowth  and  agency  of  the  church. 
There  can  be  no  antagonism  between  the  two.  AVe  seek  to  work 
through  and  for  the  church,  and  were  it  otherwise,  I,  for  one,  would 
desire  to  sever  the  connection,  which  I have  held  with  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Associations  since  their  organization  in  this  coun- 
try. But  of  such  antagonism  the  church  of  Christ  need  have  no. 
apprehension. 

1 rejoice  in  the  work  which  the  association  has  been  permitted  to- 
do  towards  promoting  the  brotherhood  of  the  different  branches  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  that  now.  more  than  ever,  we  can  rejoico 
equally  whether  the  success  be  Episcopalian,  Methodist,  Presbyte- 
rian or  Baptist,  so  that  souls  are  saved  and  Christ’s  kingdom  is 
advanced  For  myself,  I rejoice  in  the  privilege  which  has  been 
accorded  me,  in  different  foreign  lands  and  in  different  communions, 
to  celebrate  the  dying  of  my  Lord.  Once,  I remember  vividly,  in 
the  Episcopal  Church,  beneath  the  shadow  of  “ Mont  Blanc,  the 
monarch  of  mountains,”  and  again,  in  the  Scotch  Presbyterian  church 
of  Venice,  “Queen  of  the  Adriatic,”  and  I have  pleasant  memory  of 
a hearty  “ amen”  in  a Methodist  church  in  Cincinnati,  so  that  I feel 
as  if  I had  the  entree  of  them  all,  and  although  a United  Presbyterian, 
can  take  all  by  the  hand  as  brothers  in  Christ ! 

Truly  the  times  demand  of  us  a new  consecration  ; the  powers  of 
darkness  seem  concentrating  for  the  final  desperate  struggle,  and  we 
must  be  up  and  doing — 

“ We  are  living,  we  are  dwelling, 

In  a grand  and  awiul  time.” 

Our  responsibilities  are  overwhelming,  but  if  we  go  forward  man- 
fully, trusting  in  the  promises  and  in  the  power  of  a covenant-keep- 
ing God,  the  victory  will  eventually  be  on  the  side  of  Truth  and 
Bight.  Sometimes  the  future  seems  dark  and  unpromising,  but  it  is 
only  from  the  weakness  of  our  faith.  AVe  may  not  see  it  through 
our  own  coward  fears.  But  the  sacramental  Host  of  God’s  elect  is 
tramp!  tramp!  tramping  on  in  conquering  march,  and,  in  His  own 
good  time,  the  powers  of  darkness  wiil  be  stricken  and  scattered  to 
the  winds ! 
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After  which  the  Business  Committee  announced  the  following 
themes  for  discussion  at  the  next  morning  session  : 

1.  What  is  the  special  work  for  which  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Associations  have  been  called  into  existence  ? To  be  opened  by 
Peter  B.  Simons,  Philadelphia. 

2.  What  means  for  mental  improvement  actually  tried , have  been 
most  effectual  in  attracting  young  men  to  the  rooms  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  under  its  influence?  To  be  opened  by  Geo.  D.  Stroud, 
Philadelphia. 

H.  K.  Porter,  President  of  the  Convention,  extended  a cordial  invi- 
tation to  all  citizens  to  attend  the  sessions  of  the  [Convention,  espe- 
cially the  ladies. 

The  doxology  was  then  sung,  and  the  benediction  pronounced  by 
Rev.  Mr  Coleman. 


SECOND  DAY"— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  Convention  assembled  for  business  at  nine  o’clock,  after  an 
hour  spent  in  devotional  exercises.  The  minutes  of  yesterday’s  pro- 
ceedings were  read  and  approved,  after  which  the  following  Com- 
mittees were  appointed : 

Permanent  Business  Committee. — T.  H.  Babe,  Pittsburgh;  Rev.  Ro- 
bert McMillan,  Slippery  Rock;  E.  Franciscus,  Harrisburg;  D.  E. 
Small,  YTork;  L.  H.  Coolbroth  Hollidaysburg ; H.  C.  M’Cormick, 
Williamsport ; D.  F.  Fortney,  Bellefout. 

Permanent  Devotional  Committee. — H.  S.  Myers,  Yrork;  Rev.  C.  C. 
Kimble,  Erie  ; Jos.  A.  Rice,  Bethlehem;  D.  B.  Miller,  Easton  ; Cle- 
ment Clark,  Mt.  Jackson ; John  Richards,  Pittston ; Ira  B.  Sankey, 
Flew  Castle. 

Committee  on  Associations. — N.  J.  Clark,  Erie ; M.  L.  Shindell,  Se- 
linsgrove  ; 0.  M.  Greene,  Carlisle ; Dr.  Wiestliug,  Huntingdon  ; Wrn. 
V.  McFarland,  Candor ; Jno.  G.  Thomas, East  Whiteland;  E .J.  For- 
ney, Shippeusburg. 

Committee  on  Resolutions. — Ylaj.  William  Frew,  Pittsburgh ; H.  N- 
Thissell,  Philadelphia;  Rev.  Samuel  Reigart,  Mechanicsburg. 

After  the  appointment  of  these  Committees  the  question  “ What 
is  the  special  work  for  which  Y"oung  Men’s  Christian  Associations 
have  been  called  into  existence?  ” was  opened  by  Peter  B.  Simons, 
Phil  adelphia. 

On  motion,  all  opening  addresses  were  limited  to  ten  minutes  and 
following  addresses  to  five  minutes  ; and  this  discussion  limited  to  one 
hour. 
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Mr.  Simons  said  : The  object  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa- 
tion was  to  promote  the  moral,  intellectual  and  spiritual  welfare  of 
young  men.  It  is  to  advance  the  spirit  of  social  intercourse  and  union 
among  them,  to  cultivate  a feeling  of  unity  among  all  Christians  ; not 
that  we  love  our  churches  less,  but  Christ  more.  Lectures,  reading- 
rooms,  discussions,  etc.,  serve  to  attract  and  bring  in  young  men,  and 
to  show  them  that  Christians  are  not  cold  or  ascetic,  but  sociable,  and 
desirous  to  instruct  and  profit  them,  and  to  provide  places  of  profit 
able  resort  for  young  men,  where  they  can  pass  the  time  pleasantly 
and  feel  at  home.  Let  us  make  our  Associations  recruiting  places  for 
the  grand  army,  or  auxiliaries  to  the  Church  of  Christ.  Let  them 
be  spiritual  light-houses  along  the  shores  of  time,  cheering  and 
encouraging  young  men  in  their  endeavors  to  gain  the  harbor  of  vir- 
tue and  immortality. 

T.  K.  Cree,  Pittsburgh,  read  the  basis  of  alliance  settled  at  the 
Paris  Conference  in  1855,  as  follows  : 

The  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  seek  to  unite  those  young 
men,  who  regarding  Jesus  Christ  as  their  God  and  Saviour  according 
to  the  Holy  Scriptures,  desire  to  be  His  disciples  in  their  doctrine 
and  in  their  life,  and  to  associate  their  efforts  for  the  extension  of 
His  kingdom  amongst  young  men. 

He  said : I believe  these  Associations,  like  the  Church,  come  from 
God.  We  are  just  laying  the  foundations  upon  which  we  and  others 
must  labor.  I believe  the  first  duty  of  Christian  Associations  is  to 
gather  in  young  men  from  all  the  different  denominations,  and  thus 
atlect  the  churches  by  their  influence,  promoting  a good  feeling 
among  them,  and  thus  aiding  to  build  up  the  great  united  Christian 
Church  of  the  future. 

Rev.  C.  C.  Kimball,  Erie,  referred  to  the  cordial  greeting  he  had 
received  from  one  of  the  delegates  seeing  his  badge,  and  the  evidence 
this  furnished  of  our  brotherly  regard.  We  need  these  organizations 
to  set  the  Lord’s  hosts  in  motion,  and  eventually  to  convert  the 
world  to  Christ.  “ Different  denominations  should  work  together 
like  corps  in  an  army,  and  this  is  one  of  the  means  of  bringing  us 
together  in  Christian  work.” 

Rev.  A.  S.  Dobbs,  Erie,  claimed  that  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  was  a child  of  Providence,  being  born  of  God,  who 
makes  no  mistakes  when  he  brings  any  new  organization  into  the 
world.  He  referred  to  the  formation  of  the  first  Association  in  Lon- 
don, and  the  vast  usefulness  that  has  followed  their  rapid  increase.  Ha 
represented  the  work  of  the  Christian  Commission — whose  work 
shall  live  in  the  history  of  the  country— as  being  the  outgrowth  of 
our  Associations.  Sectarian  walls  are  being  torn  down  through  its 
influence. 
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The  audience  then  sung 

“ There  is  a fountain  tilled  with  blood.” 

Rev.  C.  W.  Miller,  Selingsgrove,  said : “ Under  God  I owe  my  life 
to  the  Christian  Commission,  and  am  glad  that  there  is  an  associa- 
tion that  seeks  to  bring  in  young  men  now  in  time  of  peace.” 

Rev.  F.  A.  Fernley,  Reading,  “ There  was  a vast  amount  of  latent 
talent  in  the  Church  that  is  utterly  useless,  because  not  called  into 
action.  The  Association’s  work  is  to  bring  into  the  field  the  young 
men  of  the  Church,  consecrate  their  talents  and  set  them  to  work. 
It  serves,  also,  to  bring  the  young  men  of  the  different  Churches  into 
union.  May  the  spirit  of  the  living  Jesus  come  into  the  hearts  of 
each  one  of  us  and  inspire  us  to  work  for  him.” 

“ Battling  for  the  Lord” 

was  then  sung. 

Rev.  S.  Domer,  Reading:  “The  special  business  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  is  to  bring  the  thought  of  the  personal, 
living  Christ  into  the  Church.  We  have  taken  a personal  Christ,  and 
followed  him,  and  so  are  getting  above  our  denominationalisms,  in 
getting  to  Jesus.  In  living  Jesus,  preaching  Jesus,  and  working  for 
Jesu3, 1 shall  forget  what  denomination  I belong  to.” 

Rev.  Robt.  McMillen,  Slippery  Rock  : “We  have  four  country  as- 
sociations in  our  section  of  the  State.  W e are  going  forth  from  house 
to  house,  from  family  to  family,  and  labor  to  bring  them  to  Jesus.” 

J.  W.  P.  Riley,  Williamsport : “ One  of  the  objects  and  results  of 
our  work  is  that  we  know  none  as  Presbyterian  or  Methodist,  but  all 
as  CJiristians.” 

W.  K.  Jennings,  Pittsburgh.  “ The  ultimate  object  of  the  associa. 
tions  is  to  bring  young  men  to  Christ,  elevate  the  standard  of  piety, 
and  save  souls.” 

L.  H.  Coolbroth,  Hollidaysburg : “ In  the  country  our  work  goes 
down  to  the  little  ones.  We  go  out  and  teach  the  children,  gather 
them  into  Sabbath  Schools,  and  train  them  up  for  Christ,  and  if  we 
guide  the  children  right  we  need  not  fear  for  them  when  they  are 
young  men.” 

Rev.  C.  G.  Cook,  Warren  : “ We  are  surrounded  by  infidelity  and 
Romanism,  and  if  we  wish  successfully  to  resist  their  efforts,  we  must 
cultivate  a spirit  of  union.” 

Prayer  followed  by  Joseph  A.  Rice,  Bethlehem,  when  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  President,  Peter  B.  Simons,  Yice  President,  took  the 
chair. 

The  question,  “ What  means  for  mental  improvement  actually  tried 
have  been  most  effectual  in  attracting  young  men  to  the  rooms  of 
the  Association,  and  under  its  influence?”  was  opened  by  G.  D 
Stroud,  Philadelphia,  who  gave  a short  account  of  their  classes  of  m- 
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struction  in  Penmanship,  French,  Elocution,  Music  and  German  and 
of  the  Scientific  Lectures  given  weekly  before  their  Association. 

General  J.  A.  Beaver,  Bellfonte,  asked  for  information  as  to  the 
means  of  attraction  tried  in  "mailer  towns. 

Rev.  W.  F.  Cowden,  New  Castle:  “We  have  no  library,  but 
have  a reading  room  well  stocked  with  the  leading  newspapers,  re- 
ligious and  secular,  and  the  magazines  of  the  day.” 

' Rev.  Robert  M’Millen,  Slippery  Rock,  said  that  magazines  for  the 
young  was  a great  source  of  attraction  for  the  youths  in  New  Castle. 

I).  E.  Small,  York:  “We  have  in  nearly  every  church  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Associations,  and  to  unite  them  all  in  one  we  have  found 
very  successful.” 

E.  Diffendorf,  Erie  : “When  I went  to  Erie  there  were  five  billiard 
saloons,  which,  since  the  establishment  of  our  library  and  reading 
rooms,  have  been  reduced  to  one,  and  many  who  frequented  them, 
now  come  to  our  reading  room,  and  several  have  joined  the  church.” 

A.  I.  Merchant,  Union  Mills,  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  Association.  We  framed  a map  of  Cleveland  and  dis- 
tricted it,  canvassed  it  monthly,  and  thus  found  out  young  men  as 
soon  as  they  came,  hunted  up  our  old  members,  and  thus  kept  up  their 
interest  in  the  Association. 

Hiram  Neffer,  Harrisburg : “Our  chief  power  of  attraction  lies  in 
the  library,  which  should  be  in  charge  of  a genial,  whole-souled  man, 
who  will  attract  men  to  our  rooms.  Good  books  have  done  a great 
deal  of  good,  and  many  have  been  converted  by  their  means.” 

IT.  K.  Porter,  Pittsburgh,  stated  that  their  reading  room  was  the 
great  attraction.  All  kinds  of  papers,  political,  religious,  and  scien- 
tific were  to  be  found  upon  their  tables.  A brilliant  transparency  in- 
dicated the  location,  and  invited  strangers  to  their  rooms.  Circulars 
were  issued  and  distributed  broadcast  throughout  the  city,  stating 
that  over  fifty  daily  papers  could  be  seen  upon  their  tables.  The 
meetings  of  their  Association  is  thus  advertised,  and  influences  for 
good  thrown  around  young  men. 

The  discussion  closed,  and  the  audience  united  in  singing 

Come  Holy  Spirit,  Heavenly  dove.” 

The  Business  Committee  announced  that  ,the  afternoon  session 
would  be  held  at  24  and  close  at  5 o’clock. 

The  fifth  and  fourth  topic  of  the  list  would  be  discussed,  each  oc- 
cupying an  hour.  The  first  to  be  opened  by  Rev.  Robert  M’Millen, 
Slippery  Rock,  and  the  second  by  Nelson  F.  Evans,  Philadelphia. 

The  Devotional  Committee  reported  that  a prayer  meeting  would 
be  held  in  the  lecture  room  at  2 o’clock,  and  an  open-air  meeting  in 
front  of  the  Court  House  at  5 o’clock. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  and  benediction. 
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SECOND  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  afternoon  session  was  opened  by  the  usual  devotional  exer- 
cises. Gen.  James  A.  Beaver,  Vice  President,  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Nelson  F.  Evans,  Philadelphia,  from  the  committee  on  credentials 
made  the  following  report : We  suggest  that  the  following  resolutions, 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  International  Convention  at  Portland, 
be  approved  by  this  Convention,  and  be  recommended  as  the  basis 
of  all  future  organizations  in  this  State  : 

“ Resolved,  That  as  these  organizations  bear  the  name  of  Christian,  and 
profess  to  be  engaged  directly  in  the  Savior’s  service,  it  is  clearly  their  duty 
to  maintain  the  control  and  management  of  all  their  affairs,  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  profess  to  love  and  publicly  avow  their  faith  in  Jesus,  the  Re- 
deemer, as  divine,  and  who  testify  their  faith  by  becoming  and  remaining 
members  of  Churches  held  to  be  Evangelical. 

“ And  we  hold  those  churches  to  be  Evangelical,  which,  maintaining  the 
Holy  Scriptures  to  be  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  believe  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  the  only  begotten  Son  of  the  Father,  King  of  kings  and 
Lord  of  lords  (in  whom  dwalleth  the  fullness  of  the  Godhead  bodily,  and 
who  was  made  sin  for  us  though  knowing  no  sin,  bearing  our  sins  in  his 
own  body  on  the  tree),  as  the  only  name  under  heaven,  given  among  men, 
whereby  we  must  be  saved  from  everlasting  punishment.” 

Your  committee  would  report  the  following  as  a correct  list  of 
delegates  : 

132  delegates  representing  29  associations,  44  corresponding  mem- 
bers representing  14  towns.  Total,  176  delegates. 

DELEGATES. 

Altoona — Thomas  II.  Wiggins. 

Belief  ante — James  A.  Beaver,  J.  R.  Zimmerman,  W.  M.  Holmes, 
D.  F.  Fortney. 

Bethlehem — Joseph  A.  Rice,  George  D.  Myers,  George  Y.  Snyder. 

Brainard  Association — Easton — C.  K.  Canfield,  J.  H.  Wright,  D.  J 
Waller,  Jr. 

Candor — W.  J.  Smith,  W.  V.  McFarland,  Jesse  Allison,  J.  H.  Mc- 
Farland. 

Carlisle — Oliver  M.  Green,  Andrew  Blair,  J.  C.  Stock. 

Easton — D.  B.  Miller. 

East  Whiteland — Rev.  Thomas  Aiken,  Dr.  John  G.  Thomas. 

Erie — W.  W.  Jones,  Azro  Goff,  N.  J.  Clarke,  R.  II.  Witter,  C.  C. 
Shirk,  Rev.  C.  C.  Kimball,  William  Mallory,  E.  Diffendorf,  Samuel 
Selden,  Rev.  A.  S.  Dobbs,  M.  A.  Dunning. 

Hollidaysburg — L.  II.  Coolbroth,  II.  L.  Bunker,  D.  Bobst. 
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Huntingdon- J.  Sylvanus  Blair,  R.  R.  Wiestling,  M.  D.,  G.  B.  Ai- 
mitage. 

Harrisburg— E.  Franciscos , S.  K.  Deitrick,  James  McCormick,  Jr., 
George  Earnest,  Hiram  Neffer,  II.  M.  Gragdon,  John  E.  Patterson, 
Charles  A.  Kunkel,  Samuel  Miller,  Walter  F.  Fahnestock. 

Jersey  Shore — C.  A.  Bowers,  William  Fields,  J.  M.  Gamble,  Rev. 
H.  B.  Winton. 

Kittanning — William  G.  Hiner. 

Mech a ni csburg — J . 0.  Saxton,  C.  B.  Niesly,  R.  Bucher,  Rev.  S.  W. 
Reigart,  Rev.  J.  R.  Groff. 

Mount  Jackson — Clement  Clark,  0.  S.  Hamilton. 

New  Castle— Rev.  W.  F.  Cowden,  Ira  I).  Sankey. 

Philadelphia — Peter  B.  Simons,  Thomas  Marshall,  Nelson  F. 
Evans,  Ex-Gov.  James  Pollock,  II.  N.  Thissell,  Willi  am  Armstrong 
M.  D.,  George  I).  Stroud. 

Pittsburg — H.  K.  Porter,  Maj.  William  Frew,  Thomas  II.  Rabe, 
Thomas  K.  Cree,  Joseph  Guthrie,  Thomas  D.  Logan,  Rev.  W.  IT. 
Locke,  James  Laughliu,  Jr.,  W.  K.  Jennings. 

Pleading— Rev.  F.  A.  Fernley,  Rev.  S.  Domer. 

Scranton — H.  M.  Boies. 

Selings grove — E.  II.  Leisenring,  M.  L.  Shindel,  G.  W.  Miller,  II.  C. 
Haithcox,  H.  F.  Long. 

S li ipp ensburg — E . J.  Forney,  J.  B.  Reddig. 

Slippery  Rock— Rev.  Robert  McMillan,  Zebina  Allen,  A.  Weller, 
Robert  A^an  Horn. 

Sunbury — David  A.  Koch. 

Towanda — Rev.  R.  Crittendon,  S.  W.  Alvord,  0.  A.  Black. 

Warren — Rev.  C.  G.  Cook,  P.  J.  Thrushell.  A.  Gerould. 
Williamsport— J . P.  AV.  Riley,  J.  C.  Hill,rS.  E.  Furst,  J.  A.  Beeber, 
C.  B.  Mulholland,  Charles  K.  Geddes,  D.  S.  Andrus,  H.  C.  McCor- 
mick, AV.  II.  Sloan,  J.  II.  Gable,  J.  S.  Lawson,  James  Doland,  H.  H. 
Otto' J.  H.  Woodward,  II.  E.  Taylor,  John  Finley,  Dr.  T.  D.  Myers, 
S.  L.  Youngman,  J.  E.  Dayton,  A.  D.  Lundy,  Thomas  Bennet,  E. 
Davidson,  Jr.,  A.  AV.  Curtis,  J.  A.  Bowman,  J.  L.  Berry,  A.  Upde- 
graff 

Wurlemburg — A.  G.  Newton. 

York H.  S.  Myers,  Peter  AVeist,  Rev.  II.  E.  Niles,  Jacob  Bastress, 

R.  Frysinger,  D.  E.  Small. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

A damsville — J . S.  Henry. 

Corny— H.  T.  Nash. 

Coatesville — Rev.  James  Roberts. 

Danville — H.  Van  Buskirk. 

Edinboro — Samuel  Reeder,  Rev.  AVm.  Grassil. 


YOUNG  MEN’S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS. 


21 


Emporium — Rev.  Galen  W.  Seiler. 

Fairview — F.  Caughey. 

Lewisburg — Rev.  J.  A.  Kelley. 

Nazareth — J.  B.  Lainbach,  F.  B.  Halm,  Frederick  Shultz. 

Northumberland — Alonzo  Dolber. 

Pittston — Rev.  John  Gregory,  Benjamin  Harding,  Rev.  Y.  C.  Smith, 
B.  D.  Beyea,  John  Richards. 

Union  Mills — A.  J.  Merchant. 

Tideoute— John  Andrews,  Rev.  A.  B.  Lowes. 

Williamsport  Clergymen — Revs.  Evans,  Sterling,  Carroll,  Coffey, 
Crever,  Henshey,  Clapp,  Simonton,  Harden,  Hawn,  Horne,  Edwards, 
Buck,  Spottswood,  Stecke,  Parrett,  Swallow,  Little,  Curran,  Griffith, 
Lincoln,  Sigafoos  and  Polsgrove. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and  recommendation  adopted. 

T.  K.  Cree,  from  the  Executive  Committee,  read  letters,  declining 
with  regrets',  the  invitations  sent  them  to  be  present  at  the  Conven- 
tion, from  the  following  gentlemen:  William  E.  Dodge,  .Jr.,  Esq., 
X.  Y. ; D.  L.  Moody,  Esq.,  Chicago  •,  Hon.  John  Scott,  Huntingdon; 
Henry  F.  Durant,  Esq.,  Boston ; George  II.  Stuart,  Esq.,  Phila. ; H. 
Thain  Miller,  Esq.,  Cincinnati;  Hon.  Cyrus  L.  Pershing,  Johnstown. 

Resolutions  from  the  following  gentlemen,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions  : Peter  B.  Simons,  Philadelphia ; E.  Fran- 
ciscus,  Harrisburg ; A.  Goff,  Erie  ; Robert  Van  Horn,  Slippery  Rock ; 
Rev.  F.  A.  Fernley,  Reading. 

The  discussion  of  the  fifth  topic  on  the  list  was  then  taken  up. 

What  is  the  work  for  Associations  in  smaller  towns  and  in  the 
couutry,  and  how  best  carried  on  ? 

Rev.  Robert  McMillen,  Slippery  Rock,  made  the  opening  address, 
as  follows  : This  subject  takes  it  for  granted  that  there  is  a work  for 
the  Association  to  do  in  the  country.  There  are  young  men  there, 
and  they  must  be  brought  in.  In  our  late  war,  our  country  obtained 
many  of  her  soldiers  from  the  country,  so  we,  when  we  are  looking 
for  God’s  soldiers,  must  look  to  the  country,  as  well  as  the  city. 
They  had  devotional  meetings,  which  strengthened  their  own  mem- 
bers. They  also  had  lectures  delivered  on  interesting  topics,  but  their 
principal  work  is  to  go  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges,  and  bring 
people  to  Christ.  They  go  out  among  the  sick  and  minister  to  them, 
and  endeavor  to  lead  them  to  the  Saviour.  They  hold  cottage  prayer 
meetings  from  house  to  house,  and  pray  with  and  for  the  people. 
Also  school-house  meetings,  which  reach  many  with  their  influence 
for  good  who  would  attend  no  other  services. 

Z.  X.  Allen,  Slippery  Rock,  advocated  visiting,  religious  conversa- 
tion, and  prayer  meetings  at  houses,  where  they  have  no  religious 
privileges.  These  means  they  find  most  efficient  and  useful  in  their 
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Association.  He  instanced  an  old  lady  of  over  eighty  who  had  been 
brought  to  think  seriously  of  her  soul  by  these  meetings. 

Thomas  D.  Logan,  Pittsburgh  : The  great  difficulty  in  the  country  is 
the  separation  of  the  population  by  great  distances.  Now,  our  first 
duty  as  Christians  is  self  sacrifice,  and  if  you  can  get  your  young 
men  to  make  the  sacrifice  required,  to  attend  a distant  prayer  meet- 
ing, you  will  make  better  Christians  of  them,  and  make  them  more 
willing  to  perform  other  Christian  duties. 

Augustus  Weller,  Slippery  Rock,  confirmed  the  remarks  of  previous 
speakers  from  that  place,  and  urged  a faithful  performance  of  the  im- 
portant duties  our  organization  demands. 

Rev.  Thomas  J.  Aken,  East  Whiteland, represented  an  association 
strictly  confined  to  the  country,  not  even  a small  village  to  assist 
them.  They  found  prayer  meetings  and  lectures  most  useful  and 
efficient.  They  had  raised  $200,  and  intended  obtaining  a library. 

Robert  Van  Horn,  Slippery  Rock,:  The  great  work  uppermost 
in  my  heart  is  the  distribution  of  tracts.  We  are  accustomed  to  carry 
with  us  a few  tracts  in  all  our  business  travels. 

He  related  an  interesting  incident  of  the  conversion  of  a family  in 
a desolated  spot  on  the  banks  of  the  Allegheny,  by  the  means  of 
some  tracts  the  speaker  had  given  to  some  children. 

J.  II.  McFarland,  Candor,  said  that  where  he  was  located  they  had 
determined  to  do  something,  and  organized.  As  the  first  result,  they, 
were  more  united  in  love  to  each  other;  second,  the  establishment  of 
a Sunday  School  and  Prayer  Meetings.  He  related  some  incidentss 
following  the  work  in  which  they  were  engaged. 

J.  C.  Stock,  Carlisle,  thought  the  reason  so  many  Associations 
failed,  is  they  are  not  began  in  the  right  spirit. 

Prayer  is  the  only  source  of  success  ; they  began  with  a dozen 
praying  members,  and  by  earnest  prayer  had  increased  their  number 
in  six  months  to  sixty-four,  and  in  less  than  a year  two  of  these  were 
studying  for  the  ministry.  Besides,  they  had  organized  two  other 
Associations  in  that  county.  The  interest  awakened  in  their  daily 
prayer  meetings  had  spread  itself  into  the  churches  and  had  resulted 
in  a glorious  revival  of  religion.  Everything  about  the  rooms  might 
be  made  attractive,  and  the  most  influential  men  of  the  community 
secured  as  officers ; but  without  prayer  it  would  avail  nothing. 

On  motion,  the  discussiou  of  this  topic  closed,  and  the  fourth  topic 
was  taken  up. 

“What  is  our  duty  toward  the  casual  visitors  at  our  rooms,  and  how 
can  it  best  be  performed  ?” 

It  was  opened  by  Nelson  F.  Evaus,  Philadelphia.  He  urged  the 
importance  of  having  the  best  men  to  meet  casual  visitors  at  our 
rooms.  A warm-hearted  Christian  man  for  secretary,  or  if  the  Asso- 
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ciation  is  not  able  to  keep  a secretary,  make  details  of  warm-hearted 
Christian  men  to  be  constantly  in  attendance.  There  are  two  classes 
who  visit  our  rooms.  First,  Those  that  need  something  we  can  give. 
Second,  Those  that  have  something  we  need.  Under  the  first  head, 
he  referred  to  those  that  needed  the  assistance  and  influence  of  the 
Association,  and  under  the  second,  the  Association  needs  the  assis- 
tance of  men  of  means,  to  enable  us  to  give  to  those  that  require  aid. 
A fund  to  he  employed  by  the  person  in  attendance,  to  be  disbursed 
in  relieving  the  wants  of  needy  visitors,  was  recommended.  Many 
worthy  persons  seek  temporary  relief  or  transportation  to  distant 
cities,  which  require  prompt  aid  from  the  association. 

T.  K.  Cree,  Pittsburgh  : We  have  all  the  classes  in  Pittsburgh  that 
Brother  Evans  has  spoken  of.  But  there  is  also  another  class  who 
visit  our  rooms.  They  are  those  who  belong  to  Associations  in  other 
cities.  These  Brothers  we  are  always  glad  to  see,  and  have  them 
feel  that  they  are  amongst  friends,  and  to  show  them  that  a common 
tie  binds  us  to  each  other— that  we  are  really  “ one  in  Christ  Jesus.” 

TVe  have  a large  committee,  two  of  whom  are  at  the  rooms  every 
evening,  and  when  any  one  comes  in  who  has  not  been  there  before, 
we  give  him  the  hand  of  fellowship  and  ask  him  to  return. 

.J.  B.  Lainback,  Nazareth,  spoke  of  the  cordiality  with  which  he 
was  received  at  the  Fulton  Street  Prayer  Meeting  ; lie  had  never  re- 
ceived such  a hand  shaking  in  his  life  ; that  is  the  way  to  receive 
strangers. 

II.  Iv.  Porter,  Pittsburgh,  thought  the  casual  visitors  at  our  rooms 
ought  to  be  made  permanent.  When  these  visitors  come  to  the 
rooms,  we  should  persistently  follow  them  up,  and  endeavor  to  bring 
them  back — spoke  of  how  those  at  different  colleges  were  anxious  to 
have  the  best  students  members  of  their  society,  and  how  they  would 
visit  them  and  by  speaking  kindly  gain  their  favor — so  should  we  act, 
if  we  wish  to  draw  young  in  n to  our  rooms  and  associations. 

Rev.  H.  E.  Niles,  York,  endorsed  the  remarks  of  Bro.  Cree.  Po- 
liteness is  one  of  the  greatest  favors  our  Associations  can  extend  to 
strangers.  They  should  be  taken  by  the  hand.  It  is  a difficult  matter 
to  do  it  properly,  but  by  prayer  and  directness  from  God’s  work  we 
acquire  the  grace  of  Christian  politeness. 

Rev.  Mr.  Creever,  Williamsport : If  we  could  succeed  in  combatting 
those  who  are  decoying  young  men,  and  by  false  friendship,  leading 
them  to  fearful  destruction,  it  would  be  a glorious  work.  If  we  but 
get  young  men  within  consecrated  walls  we  often  secure  them  to 
Christ  and  the  country. 

T.  H.  Wiggins,  Altoona,  thought  it  our  duty  to  exercise  Christian 
kindness  toward  all  young  men  visiting  us,  and  allu  led  to  personal 
experience  in  the  woik. 
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Rev.  E.  Crittenden,  Towanda,  answered  the  question  in  the 
language  of  Scripture,  “ Run,  speak  to  that  young  man.”  A good 
hearty  shake  of  the  hand  is  the  best  language  that  can  be  used.  He 
related  an  incident  of  a young  man,  a stranger,  who  was  invited  by  a 
member  of  the  Association  to  attend  a lecture.  The  stranger  was 
then  making  preparation  to  start  a drinking  saloon,  but  the  words  he 
heard  dissuaded  him,  and  he  is  now  pursuing  an  honest’calling. 

■^Rev.  F.  A.  Fernley,  Reading,  summed  up  the  discussion  by  this 
text,  “The  Gentleness  of  Christ,”  and  added  his  own  testimony  to 
the  efficency  of  kindness  and  gentleness  in  winning  souls  to  Christ. 

S.  E.  Furst,  Williamsport:  We  should  make  every  visitor  feel  at 
home:  regard  him  as  a Brother.  The  welcome  we  extend  visitors  a 
our  home  should  characterize  our  intercourse  with  strangers  at  our 
rooms.  Then  they  would  feel  free,  and  at  home  when  there. 

The  Business  Committee  reported  as  the  topic  for  this  evening, 
“What  is  the  Religious  Work  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso  - 
ciation?”  To  be  opened  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Kimball,  Erie. 

The  Devotional  Committee  announced  an  open  air  meeting  at  the 
Court  House,  at  5 o’clock,  to  be  led  by  B.N.K.  Jennings,  Pittsburgh, 
assisted  by  II.  K.  Porter,  Pittsburgh,  and  Peter  B.  Simons,  Phila- 
delphia. 

On  motion  adjourned  after  singing  the  Doxology  and  Prayer. 


SECOND  DAY— EVENING  SESSION. 

The  opening  exercises  consisted  of  singing,  reading  the  Scriptures 
by  the  Chairman,  and  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  A.  Fernley,  Reading. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  were  postponed  until  morning. 

The  Business  Committee  announced  that  ten  minutes  would  be 
given  to  Messrs.  Kimball,  Miller  and  Locke  to  open  the  question, 
“What  is  the  Religious  Work  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso- 
ciation?” To  be  followed  by  five  minute  addresses. 

Rev.  C.  C.  Kimball,  Erie,  read  the  following  resolutions  of  the 
Portland  Convention  : 

.Resolved,  That  we  consider  it  the  duty  of  the  inembeis  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Associations,  to  hold  their  duties  and  obligations  to  tliPir  respective 
churches,  and  to  the  services  of  the  same,  as  having  a prior  claim  upon  their 
sympathy  and  efforts. 

Resolved.  That  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  for  the  Saviour  among 
young  men,  which  they  have  assumed,  they  should  heartily  and  zealously  co- 
operate with  the  divinely  appointed  ministry,  and  with  all  evangelical  bodies 
of  Christians. 

He  urged  the  importance  of  the  subordination  of  the  association 
to  the  Church,  and  of  co-operating  with  the  Christian  ministry- 
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“ Such  gatherings  as  this,”  he  said,  “ do  a great  deal  of  good  in 
warming  us  up,  and  stimulating  a feeling  of  Christian  love  and  fel- 
lowship.” 

After  which  was  sung, 

“ Dear  dying  Lamb  thy  precious  blood.’’ 

Rev.  G.  W.  Miller,  Selinsgrove:  “ I am  sorry  I am  called  out  to 
speak,  but  I have  been  a soldier  and  have  learned  how  to  obey 
orders.  The  religions  work  of  our  association  is  to  save  our  young 
men  : to  go  out  and  lead  wanderers  from  the  tree  of  life  back  to  God 
and  up  to  heaven.  We  want  simply  to  hold  up  Christ  and  him  cruci- 
fied. W e should  go  forth  in  utter  forgetfulness  of  self,  and  we  will 
win  them  to  Christ.” 

He  hoped  there  would  go  out  from  this  Convention,  waves  that 
would  continue  to  roll  until  eternity,  freighted  with  human  souls 
saved. 

The  verse 

“ Other  refuge  have  I none,"’ 

wyas  sung. 

After  which  Rev.  W.  II.  Locke,  Pittsburg,  said:  If  we  shall  con- 
tinue this  Convention  a little  longer,  or  repeat  it  often,  we  shall  have 
a practical  answer  to  this  question.  The  work  of  the  Association  is 
to  stir  up  the  churches.  He  was  pleased  with  the  tone  of  the  dis- 
cussion, placing  the  Church  first  in  the  great  work,  and  the  Associa- 
tion subservient  to  it. 

Another  feature  is  the  union  of  effort  it  gives  to  the  churches.  The 
almost  universal  feeling  of  Christian  Union  was  derived  from  these 
associations.  They  are  the  centres  of  the  great  moral  forces.  As 
the}-  gather  to  these  centres  all  the  activity  of  the  various  churches, 
who  does  not  see  what  a tremendous  power  shall  go  out  from  them  ? 

After  which  was  sung, 

“ I love  tliy  Kingdom  Lord." 

H.  M.  Boies,  Scranton  : . “ What  we  want  to  hear  discussed  is  the 
practical  direction  we  shall  give  our  efforts.  In  Scranton  we  are  in 
the  midst  of  a mining  population  of  fifteen  thousand,  of  various  na- 
tions and  denominations,  none  of  them  strong  enough  for  independent 
Christian  work.  We  propose  to  establish  Sunday  schools  and  Union 
preaching  among  them.” 

S.  K.  Dietrich,  Harrisburg:  “In  the  start  we  worked  for  young 
men  only ; but  three  or  four  years  ago  we  started  on  missions  to  dif- 
ferent points,  wherever  we  could  find  work  to  do ; we  started  open- 
air  preaching,  where  we  had  old  men,  women  and  children;  and 
through  the  mothers  we  often  influence  the  sons.” 

Mai'or  Frew,  Pittsburg:  Whatsoever  thy  hands  find  to  do,  do  it 

with  thy  might.’  If  you  can  operate  by  street  preaching,  or  tent 
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preaching,  or  teaching  children,  do  it  with  your  might.  The  busy 
man  can  do  the  most.  The  man  who  would  do  the  most  for  Christ 
should  be  constantly  at  work.” 

M.  L.  Shindel,  Seliusgrove  : “ The  great  want  of  the  /Church  is 
activity.  If  all  were  as  active  as  they  should  be,  this  country  could 
not  resist  the  influence.” 

There  must  be  trained  up  a generation  who  will  go  out  and  speak 
to  those  around  them  of  Jesus,  whenever  and  wherever  they  have 
opportunity. 

A.  J.  Merchant,  Union  Mills,  said : Our  mission  is  an  aggressive 
one,  and  we  must  fight  if  we  would  win.  We  must  go  forth  to  our 
battle  under  the  leadership  of  the  Captain  who  cannot  err. 

Rev.  Robert  McMillen,  Slippery  Rock,  said:  We  make  raids  to 
different  points,  among  the  miners  with  our  singers  and  speakers, 
after  first  appointing  places  to  preach.  They  flock  in  with  their 
families  to  the  number  of  four  or  five  hundred,  and  we  have  interest- 
ing and  profitable  meetings. 

Gen.  Beaver,  Bellfonte,  said  : The  insurance  agents,  in  pushing 
their  business,  use  circulars  and  books  on  tinted  paper,  attractively 
gotten  up  ; we  should  follow  their  example — get  up  good  reading  mat- 
t er,  sentences  of  Scripture,  tracts,  etc.,  in  the  most  attractive  stylte . 

Rev.  Mr.  Clapp,  Williamsport:  Young  men  were  constantly  com- 
ing to  town.  If  we  wished  to  influence  them,  we  must  give  them 
our  Christian  sympathies ; take  them  by  the  hand  cordially,  and  in- 
troduce them  into  good  company  and  to  good  associates;  making 
them  feel  at  home.  Show  that  the  members  of  the  Association  are 
willing  to  be  their  friends  and  companions,  and  in  this  way  exert 
upon  them  a Christian  influence,  and  lead  them  to  the  Saviour. 

Rev.  Mr.  Coffee,  Williamsport : Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa- 
tions have  a great  work  to  do,  and  great  reason  for  work.  They  are 
accomplishing  much  in  bringing  the  churches  out  of  the  ruts  into 
which  they  have  fallen. 

Rev.  H.  E.  Xiles,  York:  We  have,  happily,  a very  broad  and 
general  question  to-night.  The  answer  is,  to  extend  the  area,  and 
increase  the  power  of  Christian  influence.  The  first  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  was  formed  by  Daniel  and  the  Hebrew  child- 
ren, who  agreed  not  to  eat  the  king’s  meat  or  drink  his  wine,  and 
united  in  prayer  for  God’s  help.  Intemperance  is  the  great  evil  of 
the  age,  and  against  it  let  us  use  our  influence. 

Rev.  C.  G.  Cook,  Warren : We  stand  in  the  midst  of  infidelity  and 
Romanism,  but  a third  power  is  at  wrork  against  Christianity,  and 
that  is  intemperance.  We  should  at.  all  times  take  a firm  stand  and 
combat  this  monster.  A temperance  committee  should  be  organized 
in  every  Association  to  carry  on  this  work. 
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T.  K.  Cree,  Pittsburgh : Let  us  to-night  drop  the  details  of  Asso- 
ciation work,  that  has  engrossed  us  during  the  day,  and  let  us  bring 
out  the  glorious  banner  of  Jesus  ; let  its  folds  wave  over  us,  and  let 
it  generate  an  enthusiasm  as  our  nation’s  banner  did  when  carried 
to  the  front.  Let  us  hold  up  the  blood-stained  Cross  and  draw  men 
to  Christ. 

Rev.  F.  A.  Fernley,  Reading : Urged  young  men  to  work  without 
ceasing  while  life  lasts. 

S.  B.  Lainback,  Nazereth : When  we  go  home  let  us  put  into  prac- 
tical use  what  we  have  learned,  and  the  future  usefulness  of  our  As- 
sociations will  be  greatly  increased. 

E.  Franciscus, Harrisburg,  requested  permission  (which,  on  motion, 
was  granted)  to  make  a report  on  the  Prison  work  of  their  Associa- 
tion. It  was  as  follows : 

Religious  services  are  held  in  our  city  prison  every  Sabbath  morn- 
ing, consisting  of  singing,  prayer  and  exhortation.  The  doors  of  all 
the  cells  are  open,  so  that  all  the  prisoners  can  hear  the  services. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  that  our  labors  have  not  been  in  vain. 
Full  two  thirds  of  those  committed  to  our  prisons  are  young  men. 
In  a recent  conversation  with  all  the  prisoners,  forty-eight  in  number, 
forty  attributed  the  commission  of  their  crimes  directly  to  intemper- 
ance. Religious  books,  papers  and  tracts  are  distributed,  and  religi- 
ous conversations  held  witli  each  of  the  prisoners. 

The  Business  Committee  reported  order  of  exercises  for  Thursday 
morning.  Report  from  Mr  Sellen,  of  the  International  Executive 
Committee,  to  be  followed  by  five  minute  reports  from  the  Associa- 
tions. After  which  would  be  discussed  the  topic,  “ How  can  Associ- 
ation and  Cottage  Prayer  Meetings  be  made  most  interesting.” 

After  which  was  sung  “ Shall  we  gather  at  the  River.” 

Adjourned,  with  prayer  and  the  benediction. 


THIRD  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

Pleasant  prayer  meetings  at  6 and  8 o’clock,  A.  M.,  prepared  the 
hearts  of  those  in  attendance  for  the  morning  session,  which  was 
opened  with  singing,  reading  the  Scriptures  by  the  President,  and 
prayer  by  C.  C.  Shirk,  Erie.  The  minutes  of  Tuesday  afternoon 
were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  Francis  G.  Sellen,  of  International  Ex.  Com.,  was  re- 
quested to  occupy  fifteen  minutes,  and  Thos.  H.  Rabe,  of  Pittsburgh, 
ten  minutes,  the  latter  in  reporting  the  work  of  ,the  Young  Men’s 
Home. 

T.  K.  Cree,  Cor.  Member  of  International  Ex.  Com.,  presented  the 
following  report : 
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Since  the  report  was  presented,  Associations  have  also  been  fully 
organized  in  Reading,  Johnstown,  McKeesport,  Nazareth,  Jersey 
Shore,  Amity,  Centre,  North  East,  Harrisville,  New  Bedford,  I nion, 
Wallsburg,  and  Carbondale.  Preliminary  meetings  have  been  held 
for  organizing  in  Pittston,  Greensburg,  Franklin  and  Lancaster  ; and 
arrangements  are  being  made  to  organize  in  Albion,  Greenville,  Oil 
City,  Petroleum  Centre,  Meadville,  Sharon,  Couneautville,  Adams- 
ville,  Lineville,  Chambersburg,  Columbia,  Gettysburg,  Abbotstown, 
Washington,  Uniontown,  Mercer. 


REPORTS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Altoona — Thomas  II.  Wiggans  : The  work  going  on,  but  nothing  of 
special  interest  to  communicate. 

Belief onte — General  James  A.  Beaver:  Association  just  organized, 
hence  nothing  of  importance  accomplished  ; have  a room  in  antici- 
pation and  an  efficient  committee  at  work  organizing. 

Bethlehem — S.  II  Rice  : Own  a building  worth  §16,000,  subject  to  a 
mortgage  of  §6400 ; have  a good  reading  room  and  library  of  1500 
volumes  ; hold  two  prayer  meetings  a week,  and  two  Bible  classes  ; 
hold  out-door  meetings  conducted  by  young  men.  The  distribution 
of  tracts  is  also  an  important  part  of  our  work . 

Brainard  Association  of  Lafayette  Colley e- — J.  Waller,  Jr. : Organi- 
zed on  a basis  similar  to  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 
Thirty  years  ago  it  numbered  sixty  members,  with  a reading  room 
and  library  of  five  hundred  volumes  ; hold  daily  prayer  meetings, 
and  have  six  Sabbath  schools  under  our  charge.  Many  clergymen 
and  prominent  laymen  have  been  connected  with  this  organization 
in  past  years. 

Carlisle — J.  C.  Stock:  Association  yet  alive,  with  about  two  hun- 
dred members',  hold  prayer  meetings  that  are  well  attended;  have  a 
library  of  425  volumes,  and  have  the  support  of  the  community  in 
our  work. 

Candor — W.  J.  Smith:  When  we  organized,  every  one  was  sur- 
prised that  an  Association  should  be  formed  in  the  country. 
Our  work  is  individual;  have  frequent  cottage  prayer  meetings; 
three  conversions  known  to  have  resulted  from  them;  maintain  two 
mission  schools ; labor  under  great  disadvantage  from  want  of  the 
co-operation  of  churches  near  us. 

Erie — C.  C.  Shirk:  We  have  existed  ten  years,  and  have  a mem- 
bership of  330;  64  daily  papers  and  periodicals,  and  4300  volumes  in 
the  library,  costing  $8000 ; have  a fund  to  aid  those  who  apply  for 
transportation  to  other  cities  ; Sabbath  shools  and  prayer  meetings 
are  a large  part  of  our  work ; public  lectures  have  not  been  a finan- 
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cial  success.  Hold  religious  services  in  the  prison,  and  nineteen 
conversions  have  been  reported  as  the  result  of  them. 

Easton — D.  B.  Miller:  Our  association  is  less  than  a year  old;  is 
in  a flourishing  condition;  has  the  co-operation  of  all  the  pastors  in 
the  city.  One  prominent  feature  of  our  work  is  the  very  young  men 
who  take  part  in  our  meetings,  and  thus  show  that  they  are  not 
ashamed  to  “ stand  up  for  Jesus.”  Many  who  are  not  Christians 
come  to  the  rooms  and  attend  our  meetings. 

East  Wliit eland — Dr.  J.  G.  Thomas:  We  have  a truly  country  asso- 
ciation— no  village  within  seven  miles,  and  no  association  nearer 
than  Philadelphia,  thirty-five  miles  distant.  Are  about  three  years 
old;  have  twenty-eight  members  ; had  a course  of  lectures,  by  which 
we  raised  enough  fuuds  to  start  a library ; keep  up  weekly  pray'er 
meetings,  and  aid  largely  in  sustaining  the  churches  b^  lay  labor. 

Hollidaysburg — H.  L.  Bunker  : Have  50  members  ; a good  room  and 
a library  of  300  volumes  ; have  prayer  meetings  well  attended  ; four 
mission  schools,  and  lately  a ccurse  of  lectures. 

Huntingdon — J.  S.  Blair : Our  association  was  formed  two  y'ears 
ago.  Many  of  our  members  were  not  professing  Christians,  but  most 
of  them  have  since  united  with  the  church;  have  a small  library ; 
hold  a noon-day  prayer  meeting,  and  have  just  organized  a mission 
Sabbath  school ; had  a course  of  lectures ; suffer  from  a lack  of  interest 
in  our  work  by  Christians  generally. 

Jersey  Shore—  Rev.  II.  B.  W inton  : Held  a meeting  for  organization 
last  Monday  evening  ; officers  were  elected,  and  delegates  appointed 
to  this  Convention.  Prospects  favorable  for  a large  membership  and 
successful  organization. 

Harrisburg — G.  W.  Earnest : Our  association  was  formed  fifteen 
years  ago;  have  a membership  of  300;  have  good  rooms,  library, 
papers  and  periodicals;  hold  daily  morning  prayer  meetings;  also 
Thursday  evening  and  Sabbath  afternoon  prayer  meetings;  have  a 
mission  Sunday'  school. 

Kittanning — W.  Iv.  Jennings  reported  for  them  : Association  was 
formed  in  December,  1867 ; have  a new  and  beautiful  hall,  a reading 
room, and  a small  but  growing  library,  with  the  leading  papers  and 
magazines  ; hold  four  meetings  a month,  one  business,  one  literary, 
and  two  devotional ; membership  about  150. 

Meclianicsburg — C.  B.Xiesly:  Our  organization  labors  under  dis- 
couragements, but  we  hope  for  better  things;  have  a few  active, 
earnest  members,  who  are  deeply  interested  in  our  work. 

Mount  Jackson — P.  S.  Hamilton:  The  work  of  our  Association  lays 
among  the  poor,  destitute  and  sick  ; those  who  are  visited  evince 
much  gratitude,  and  the  blessing  of  God  follows  our  labors. 

New  Castle — Ira  D.  Sankey:  Our  association  has  waned  in  spirit, 
but  have  a fine  room  and  about  150  members. 
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Philadelphia — P.  B.  Simons : Our  Association  was  formed  about 
sixteen  years  ago ; is  in  a flourishing  condition,  with  over  3000  mem- 
bers ; own  a handsome  building  on  Chestnut  street,  worth  $75,000 ; 
publish  the  Monthly  Record, giving  reports  of  our  work;  hold  monthly 
temperance  and  association  meetings,  weekly  Bible  lecture,  prayer 
meetings,  lyceum  and  scientific  lectures,  and  a course  of  lectures  at 
the  Academy  of  Music ; have  a reading  room,  with  the  leading  papers 
and  magazines ; a library  of  3000  volumes,  to  which  we  propose  to 
add  4000 ; provide  meals  and  temporary  lodgings  for  destitute  stran- 
gers. The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  is  largely 
attended,  and  supper  is  provided  at  their  own  expense.  Our  finan- 
cial prosperity  gives  promise  of  great  future  success  in  the  service  of 
Christ,  our  Master. 

Pittsburgh — Thomas  D.  Logan  : God  is  greatly  blessing  our  work. 
Yoon  day  and  other  prayer  meetings  very  interesting  and  well  at- 
tended ; cottage  prayer  meetings  held  in  all  parts  of  the  city ; Young 
Men’s  Home  carried  on  by  some  of  our  members,  has  been  blessed 
in  the  conversion  of  many,  who  sought  shelter  there;  have  street 
preaching  in  summer,  and  theatre  preaching  in  winter,  conducted 
by  young  men ; will  have  a course  of  lectures  during  the  winter. 
Our  work  never  promised  as  much  for  the  cause  of  the  Master. 

Selinsgrove — H.  C.  Haithcox  : Have  been  in  existence  about  twelve 
months.  Only  two  out  of  five  churches  are  represented  in  our  asso- 
ciation. 

Scranton — H.  M.  Boies  : Have  a well  furnished  reading  room  and 
lecture  room,  and  all  the  principal  papers  and  magazines ; a library, 
a fine  piano,  a course  of  public  lectures;  have  375  members,  of  whom 
one-half  are  women,  who  add  much  to  the  attractiveness  of  our  room. 

Shippensburg — E.  J.  Forney:  Our  town  contains  about  three  thou- 
sand inhabitants  and  seven  churches.  We  have  been  organized 
about  one  year,  and  have  many  members,  but  few  are  active. 

Slippery  Pock — Rev.  R.  M’Millen:  Our  work  extends  for  many 
miles  around  ; have  gone  forty  miles  to  establish  new  associations ; 
had  sixty  or  seventy  members,  but  dropped  all  but  twenty-seven  of 
the  most  active  workers. 

Sunbury — D.  II.  Koch:  We  are  few  in  number,  but  trust  God  is 
with  us.  Hope  to  have  a room  and  library  by  next  January.  Have 
a weekly  prayer  meeting  and  a monthly  business  meeting. 

Warren — A.  Gerould  : We  organized  about  two  years  ago.  Much 
apathy  exists  among  our  members,  but  we  hope  to  be  aroused  by 
this  Convention. 

Wurtemburg — A.  G.  Yew  ton : Association  organized  last  March, 
holding  weekly  prayer  meetings  and  cottage  meetings,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  which  we  have  a missionary  association  of  six  members, 
who  attend  meetings  and  visit  from  house  to  house. 
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York — Rev.  H.  E.  Niles  : We  began  in  a very  small  way  ; our  as- 
sociation was  connected  with  one  church;  other  churches  organized, 
until  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  were  formed,  when  they  established  a 
Union  Association ; have  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  members ; 
have  very  interesting  and  well  attended  prayer  meetings  and  street 
preaching.  Even  hotel  keepers  invite  us  to  hold  cottage  prayer 
meetings  at  their  houses ; have  been  very  successful  and  attended 
with  some  conversions. 

Williamsport — C.  K.  Geddes:  We  have  been  laboring  for  some 
time  under  a heavy  debt,  which  has  now  been  paid  off.  Have  a fine 
room  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  with  a library  of  2000  volumes,  worth 
about  $4000 ; have  semi-weekly  and  weekly  prayer  meetings ; are 
doing  much  for  the  poor  of  the  city ; have  public  lectures  every  win- 
ter. On  account  of  the  debt,  we  have  not  received  that  support  from 
the  community  we  wish  for,  but  we  believe  the  spirit  of  this 
Convention  will  stimulate  us  to  renewed  effort  for  God  and  his  king- 
dom. 

Thomas  II.  Rabe,  Pittsburgh : made  the  following  report  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Home,  Pittsburgh.  It  vras  opened  during  the  severe 
winter  of  1867-68,  at  a time  when  our  city  was  tilled  with  thousands 
who  were  out  of  employment.  A large  building  vras  secured  free  of 
rent,  all  were  admitted,  and  permitted  to  remain  until  work  could 
be  procured  for  them.  Prayer  meetings  were  held  every  night, 
and  we  hope  very  many  were  hopefully  converted.  We  are  now 
erecting  a building, costing, with  the  lot, $25, 000.  During  our  first  winter 
(four  months)  we  had  1700  men,  for  a period  averaging  ten  days; 
furnished  50,000  meals ; procured  employment  for  400 ; furnished 
clothing  to  200;  sent  30  to  hospitals;  30  to  their  homes;  had  an 
aggregate  attendance  of  over  20,000  at  our  prayer  meetings.  We 
received  liberal  donations  of  groceries  and  provisions,  and  $600  from 
the  inmates,  and  spent  from  our  treasury  $550. 

The  Business  Committee  reported  for  discussion  this  afternoon  the 
sixth  topic:  “The  opportunities  afforded  by  the  Association  for 
•ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  embrace  in  the  service  of  the  Master,”  to 
be -opened  by  Rev.  H.  E.  Niles,  York.  The  Devotional  Committee 
reported  a prayer  meeting  at  2 o’clock,  to  be  led  by  N.  J.  Clarke, 
Erie.  An  out-door  meeting  at  5 o’clock,  led  by  Peter  B.  Simonffi 
Philadelphia,  assisted  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Kimball,  Erie.  Adjourned  with 
prayer  and  benediction. 


THIRD  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Was  opened  with  singing  and  reading  the  Scriptures  by  the  pre 
siding  officer,  A.  Updegraff,  Williamsport.  Prayer  was  offered  by 
D.  E.  Small,  York. 
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Mr.  Sallew,  New  York,  international  representative,  stated  that 
there  were  about  6C0  Associations  in  the  States,  and  60  in  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Great  Britain.  He  spoke  of  published  reports,  and  how 
they  might  be  obtained  : of  the  periodicals  published  and  proposed 
to  be  published;  of  the  things  to  be  considered  in  establishing  Asso- 
ciations ; of  the  power  and  necessity  of  Christian  companionship  ; of 
carrying  the  Gospel  to  the  destitute ; of  setting  all  to  work  in  some 
way  ; of  the  out-door  preaching,  its  attractions,  and  the  proper  me- 
thod of  conducting  these  services.  In  concluding,  he  said:  Do  not 
be  discouraged,  though  you  may  not  immediately  see  the  fruits. 

The  following  questions  were  answered: 

1st.  By  IV.  K.  Jennings,  Pittsburgh.  The  active  members  of  the 
Christian  Association  should  consist  of  members  of  Evangelical 
Churches.  This  does  not  exclude  good,  earnest  young  men  who  are 
not  church  membess — as  tliej’ can  come  in  as  associate  members; 
but  prevents  the  use  of  our  machinery  to  further  sceptical  and  infidel 
views. 

•‘Am  I a soldier  of  the  Cross,” 

was  then  sung. 

2d.  What  can  be  done  to  save  the  boys  from  eight  to  sixteen  years 
of  age? 

Answer  by  Rev.  Win.  Clapp,  First  Baptist  Church.  lie  thought 
boys  should  be  treated  respectfully,  and  as  though  we  loved  them. 
Select  two  or  three  trusty  boys  as  agents  in  the  work  of  reclaiming 
those  of  their  age.  Furnish  suitable  reading  material. 

3d  question.  Two  married  ladies  ask  how  we  can  secure  the  at- 
tendance of  our  husbands  at  church.  This  was  answered  by  reading 
1st  Pet.  iii.  1,  3,  by  Rev.  Robert  McMillen. 

After  which  the  6th  topic. — The  opportunities  afforded  by  the  As- 
sociation, for  ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  embrace  in  the  service  of 
the  Master?  was  opened  by  Rev.  II.  E.  Niles,  York.  “ I would  say 
co-operate,  as  we  do  with  Sabbath  schools,  or  any  other  Christian 
work.  I should  as  soon  wait  for  an  invitation  to  attend  my  prayer- 
meeting, as  to  wait  for  an  invitation  to  give  my  co-operation  to  my 
Sabbath  schools  or  to  a Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.’’ 

Every  true  laborer  in  the  cause  desires  and  expects  the  help  of 
the  pastor,  aud  he  should  receive  it  from  us.  If  the  minister  is 
hearty  and  willing  and  ready  to  advise,  they  would  naturally  come 
to  him  for  his  assistance.  How  may  the  minister  avail  himself  of  the 
influence  and  power  of  the  Association?  If  he  keeps  in  sympathy 
with  it,  his  church  will  receive  a benefit  from  its  influence.  The 
action  is  reflex.  Who  is  to  move  the  standard  of  piety  and  religion, 
progressive  and  aggressive,  but  the  young  men  who  are  not  in  the 
old  routine  of  work.  The  question  of  amusements  and.Sabbath  wrork 
must  be  settled  by  the  young  men  who  are  interested  in  these  things, 
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and  not  the  old.  What  we  need  more  is  the  self-sacrificing  consecra- 
tion to  the  work  of  Christ.  If  we  cannot  find  that  among  young 
men,  what  shall  we  do  against  this  tide  of  irreligion  which  is  sweep- 
ing over  our  land  ? 

The  President  remarked  upon  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
called  upon  a brother  to  lead  in  prayer.  A verse  was  then  sung. 

Rev.  A.  S.  Dobbs,  Erie,  dissented  in  part  from  the  views  of  Mr. 
Niles,  in  that  the  Association  must  be  controlled  by  the  young  men, 
while  we,  as  ministers,  control  the  prayer  meetings,  Sunday  schools, 
etc,  etc. 

“ I wish  to  deny  the  statement  that  the  ministers  oppose  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  anymore  than  any  other  reli- 
gious society.  When  I go  into  my  church  or  Sabbath  school  I feel 
that  I can  govern  the  exercises  there  as  I wish;  but  when  I go  to  the 
Christian  Associations,  I feel  that  they  are  the  leaders,  and  we,  as 
ministers,  have  to  sit  as  laymen.”  As  a minister,  I feel  that  we 
have  this  right  to  govern,  and  that  the  Association  should  never 
take  the  place  of  the  ministry. 

Rev.  W.  S.  Locke,  Pittsburg : “ I do  not  understand  that  co-opera- 
tion means  control.  The  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  was 
one  department  of  work,  the  ministry  another;  one  was  intended  to 
help  the  other.  Pastors  can  find  places  where  out-door  preaching 
can  be  well  established;  we  can  recommend  different  fields  of  labor. 
In  the  second  part  of  the  question  I have  more  interest.  We  do  not 
avail  ourselves  sufficiently  as  ministers  of  the  power  afforded.  The 
few  working  men  in  the  Association  at  home  are  the  best  workers  in 
my  church.”  I can  always  depend  upon  them  for  any  kind  of  work, 
whether  in  meetings,  visiting,  preaching,  or  distributing  tracts,  etc. 
They  are  the  most  useful  men  I have,  and  I believe,  if  we  can  get 
all  the  young  men  drilled  for  us,  in  these  Associations,  it  will  be  a 
great  help  to  us  in  our  ministry. 

L.  II.  Coolbroth,  Holidaysburg  : Thought  that  the  clergymen  gene- 
rally did  not  help  us,  many  never  entere  our  rooms.  They  should 
appreciate  the  love  of,  and  energy  in  the  work  for  Christ,  that  enters 
into  the  heart  of  young  men.  They  need  only  to  be  interested  in 
our  work  to  co-operate. 

Rev.  Mr.  Coffee,  Williamsport:  I believe  that  the  Association 
ought  to  co-operate  with  the  churches,  and  vice  versa.  I think  I 
speak  for  the  ministers  of  Williamsport  when  I say,  that  we  did  not 
co-operate  with  the  Association  here  because  they  have  never  done 
anything.  How,  then,  could  we  co-operate  ? I can  say,  that  when- 
ever they  go  into  the  work  they  will  have  all  the  co-operation  they 
need. 
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Rev.  C.  C.  Kimball,  Erie,  read  the  following  resolutions  of  the 
Portland  Convention : 

Resolved , “ That  in  prosecution  of  the  work  for  the  Saviour  among  young 
men,  which  they  have  assumed,  they  should  heartily  and  zealously  co-operate 
with  the  divinely  appointed  ministry,  and  with  all  evangelical  bodies  of 
Christians.”  He  thought  they  co-operated,  when  young  men  were  ready 
to  pray  for  and  assist  in  his  meetings,  thus  relieving  the  minister,  and  he  had 
always  found  them  anxious  to  do  so. 

T.  K.  Cree,  Pittsburgh,  said : The  Executive  Committee  feel  that 
this  is  the  most  important  topic  to  he  discussed.  Many  Associations 
report  that  thev  have  died  out  because  the  churches  do  not  aid  them. 
W e want  to  know  how  we  can  best  secure  their  help  ? The  ministry 
can  help  us  by  advising  and  urging  young  men  to  unite  with  us. 
They  can  pray  for  us.  A clergymen  should  not  usually  be  a Presi- 
dent, for  their  hands  are  already  too  full.  Young  men  should  go  into 
Christian  work,  and  not  leave  it  solely  to  the  ministry.  We  earn- 
eastly  desire  the  full  discussion  of  the  question. 

A.  Updegraff,  Williamsport : There  is  certainly  a want  of  co-ope- 
ration. Do  not  discourage  us.  We  have  done  something.  If  there 
has  been  any  short-comings  they  should  be  rectified,  and  that  in- 
stanter.  We  want  your  sympathy  and  aid,  and  that  of  every  good 
man. 

Rev.  Mr.  Creever,  Williamsport : Desired  to  know,  as  a minister, 
how  he  could  co-operate  ? and  thought  if  their  meetings  were  at  such 
times  that  ministers  could  attend  without  conflicting  with  other 
duties,  there  would  be  co-operation. 

Prof.  Little,  Williamsport : Feared  that  they  were  blending  church 
associations  with  outside  associations  in  this  discussion.  Ministers 
should  be  invited  to  co-operate.  Say  what  you  want  clergymen  to 
do,  and  they  will  do  it.  The  Association  must  be  more  specific  in 
their  requests  to  the  ministry. 

Xelson  F.  Evans,  Philadelphia : Spoke  of  the  co-operation  of  the 
ministers  in  Philadelphia  ; by  invitation  of  the  Association  they  assist 
them  in  their  open-air  meetings  : also,  iu  their  temperance  meetings, 
and  by  delivering  sermons  to  young  men,  and  essays  at  the  regular 
meetings  of  the  Association.  They  have  also  a weekly  Bible  class, 
frequently  lead  by  prominent  clergymen  of  the  city. 

C.  K.  Geddes,  Williamsport : Our  active  members,  all  members  of 
churches,  desire  the  presence,  countenance,  and  prayers  of  our 
spiritual  fathers.  We  desire  them  to  be  present  at  business  meet- 
ings and  advise  us.  We  look  to  them  for  direction ; we  will  perform 
— no  one  so  able  to  execute  their  plans  as  the  young  men  of  their 
own  churches. 

Rev.  Robert  McMihan,  Slippery  Rock  : I used  to  find  it  necessary 
to  do  most  of  the  work  myself.  The  clergymen  had  opposed  and 
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preached  against  the  Associations-  The  Association  and  church 
were  not  antagonistic,  and  I could  do  nothing  without  young  men  ; 
they  keep  me  going  all  the  time,  and  I help  them.  If  clergymen 
will  call  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  around  them  they 
will  be  warmed  up,  and  enabled  to  accomplish  much  more  work  for 
the  Master’s  cause. 

Rev.  H.  E.  Niles,  York,  made  explanation  of  former  remarks. 

“ Nothing  in  my  bands  I bring" 

was  then  sung. 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS 

presented  the  following,  which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa- 
tions, reviewing  the  progress  of  the  past  year,  and  the  present  condition  of 
the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged,  whilst  lamenting  our  short-comings  and 
inefficiency,  has  great  reason  to  “ thank  God  and  take  courage,”  humbly 
trusting  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may  lead  us  on  to  higher  and  grander  results. 

Resolved,  That  the  object  of  these  Associations  is,  by  all  proper  means, 
working  as  an  outgrowth  or  agency  of  the  church,  to  secure  the  conversion  of 
young  men,  and  generally,  to  develop  the  activities  of  this  class  throughout 
the  churches,  encouraging  a fraternal  spirit  amongst  Christians  of  all  denomi- 
nations, demonstrating  the  Catholicity  of  the  church  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Resolved,  That  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  furnish  a ready, 
active,  and  earnest  agency  which  the  ministry  may  advantageously  employ  in 
promoting  the  work  of  evangelization,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  that  all 
Associations  in  our  State  seek  the  council  and  co-operation  of  the  Christian 
ministry  in  their  districts. 

Resolved,  That  as  Sabbath  desecration  aud  intemperance  are  becoming 
alarmingly  prevalent  throughout  the  land,  we  recommend  all  Associations  to 
take  such  action  as  they  may  deem  best  suited  to  check  these  evils,  and  re- 
move the  great  obstacle  to  the  moral  and  religious  welfare  of  the  young. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  heartily  endorse  the  resolution  passed  at 
the  Portland  International  Convention,  for  the  observance  of  a day  of  prayer 
on  the  14th  of  November,  by  the  Associations  throughout  the  United  States 
and  British  provinces,  and  that  we  earnestly  recommend  the  Associations  in 
this  State  to  observe  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Association  is  admirably  adapted  to  meet  the  wants  of 
smaller  towns,  villages,  and  country  neighborhoods,  where  the  appliances 
may  be  changed  to  suit  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  each,  and  this  Conven- 
tion expresses  the  earnest  hope  that  before  its  next  annual  meeting,  every 
county  in  the  State  may  he  blessed  with  many  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso- 
ciations. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend,  as  instrumentalities  which 
have  been  heretofore  blessed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  noon-day  prayer  meet- 
ings, cottage  prayer  meetings,  union  meetings  for  prayer  and  conference,  oc- 
casional social  gatherings,  the  establishment  of  public  libraries  and  reading 
rooms,  the  liberal  distribution  of  timely  and  earnest  tracts,  tent  and  street 
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preaching;  and,  above  all.  earnest  personal  effort  for  the  salvation  of  souls, 
-accompanied  by  a w iusome,  consistent  Christianity. 

Resolved , That  this  Convention  heartily  thanks  the  Williamsport  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  for  the  “ works  of  faith  and  labor  of  love"  in 
providing  for  and  facilitating  the  meetings  of  this  Convention.  The  evan- 
gelical ministry  of  Williamsport,  for  their  Christian  confidence  and  co-opera- 
tion. The  good  people  of  this  pleasant  city  for  their  elegant,  unstinted,  and 
open-hearted  hospitality.  The  Evening  Bulletin,  of  Williamsport,  for  its  cor- 
reet  and  full  report  of  the  meetings. 

Resolved,  That  our  hearty  thanks  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Central  Railroad  and  its  branches,  the  Phila.  «&  Erie.  Cumberland  Valley, 
Catawissa,  Philadelphia  and  Reading,  Lebanon  Valley,  Pittsburgh  and  C’on- 
nellsville,  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  and  Chicago.  Lackawanna  and  Bloomsburg, 
Northern  Central,  Lehigh  Valley,  Erie  and  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Valley 
Railroads,  for  their  liberal  reductions  in  fares,  and  particularly  to  the  officers 
of  the  Eastern  Division  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Erie  Railroad,  for  their  kind- 
ness in  running  a special  train  to  bring  the  Western  delegates  in  time  for  the 
opening  of  the  Convention. 

An  amendment  was  offered  and  adopted,  thanking  the  Business 
and  Devotional  Committees,  the  Committees  on  Resolutions  and  As- 
sociations ; also  the  State  Executive  Committee,  for  the  highly  satis- 
factory manner  in  which  they  had  discharged  their  duties.  The  Pre- 
siding officers,  for  the  efficient  and  courteous  manner  in  which  they 
had  conducted  the  Convention.  The  Secretaries,  who  had  kept  such 
a faithful  record  of  our  proceedings.  Also,  the  officers  of  the  Pine 
Street  M.  E.  Church,  and  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  for  the 
use  of  their  edifices,  and  the  County  Commissioners,  for  the  use  of 
the  Court  House. 

The  Committee  on  Associations  reported:  We  have  been  waited 
on  by  the  delegates  from  Yazareth.  Pittston,  Cony, Reading.  Adams- 
ville.  Emporium  and  Tidioute,  for  information  in  organizing  Associa- 
tions in  these  places. 

In  view  of  the  great  field  of  labor  presented  by  our  State,  we  would 
recommend  the  appointment  of  the  following,  as  a State  Executive 
Committee:  T.  K.  C'ree,  Chairman,  Pittsburgh;  Peter  B.  Simons, 
Philadelphia  ; C.  C.  Shirk,  Erie ; Gen.  James  A.  Beaver,  Bellefonte  ;* 
H.  S.  Myers,  York:  E.  Franciscus,  Harrisburg:  Thomas  H.  Rabe, 
Pittsburgh. 

This  committee  shall  appoint  such  sub-committees  in  different 
parts  of  the  State  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  to  assist  in  the  work, 
to  be  present  at  and  assist  in  the  organization  of  new  Associations  ; 
and  we  express  the  hope,  that  at  our  third  annual  convention,  at 
least  one  hundred  associations  may  be  represented.  To  this  Execu- 
tive Committee  shall  be  left  the  appointment  of  the  time  and  place, 


* Substituted  for  J.  H.  Woodward,  declined. 
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for  holding  the  next  State  convention,  which  shall  be  announced  at 
the  next  International  Convention,  to  be  held  at  Indianapolis. 

Business  Committee  reported,  the  farewell  meeting  would  be  held 
in  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  topic  would  be  “Per- 
sonal Consecration  to  Christ.”  The  following  speakers  to  take  part 
in  the  exercises : Rev.  B.  II.  Creever,  Williamsport ; Rev.  W.  F. 
Cowden,  New  Castle:  Rev.  Samuel  Reigart,  Meehan icsburg ; Major 
Wm.  Frew,  Pittsburgh;  II.  S.  Myers,  York;  A.  Updegraff,  Wil- 
liamsport; Peter  B.  Simons,  Philadelphia ; Gen.  James  A.  Reaver, 
Bellefonte  ; II.  K.  Porter,  Pittsburgh. 

On  motion,  adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Kimball. 


THIRD  DAY— EVENING  SESSION. 

FAREWELL  MEETING. 

PI.  K.  Porter,  President  of  the  Convention,  in  opening  the  meet- 
ing, said:  We  have  come  together  to  say  farewell,  and  we  hope  the 
general  theme  of  the  evening  will  be,  “ personal  consecration  to 
Christ.” 

Rev.  Mr.  Clapp,  Williamsport,  read  the  13tli  chapter  of  the  Gospel 
of  St.  John,  after  which  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  D.  II.  Carroll, 
Williamsport. 

“ Must  Jesus  bear  the  cross  alone,” 

was  then  sung,  followed  by  the  address  of  Rev.  Mr.  Creever. 

Mr.  President  and  Dear  Friends:  Personal  consecration  to 
Christ  is  founded  on  the  relation  we  sustain  to  him.  As  creatures, 
we  owe  all  to  our  Creator.  We  are  certainly  and  entirely  his.  But 
we  are  taught  in  the  inspired  record  that  we  have  been  redeemed  as 
well,  consequently  “we  are  notour  own,  we  are  bought  with  a 
price,” — on  this,  consecration  to  Christ  is  founded.  We  are  taught 
in  the  word  of  God  to  present  ourselves,  our  souls  and  bodies,  an 
acceptable  sacrifice.  This  is  personal  consecration.  It  is  needful 
that  we  should  lay  ourselves  wholly  at  the  feet  of  Christ,  that  we 
might  feel  that  our  lives  are  hid  with  Christ  in  God.  This  consecra- 
tion is  the  highest  style  of  man.  We  believe  that  there  is  a Canaan 
of  perfect  rest  before  we  reach  the  shining  shore  ; that  even  in  this 
life  we  may  sink  into  the  purple  flood  and  be  cleansed  from  all  our 
filthiness  and  sin  ; that  the  blood  of  Christ  cleanses  us  from  all  un- 
righteousness. This  is  becoming  more  and  more  the  sentiment  of 
the  Church  of  God.  Wc  are  all  becoming  more  penetrated  with  it- 
How  glorious  ! how  wonderful ! this  provision.  What  a strange  and 
marvellous  truth,  that  we  stand  as  co-workers  with  God;  but  in  order 
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To  do  this,  we  must  be  thoroughly  baptized  with  the  spirit  of  Christ. 

The  hymn, 

“Tliere  is  a fountain  filled  with  blood.’* 

was  then  sung,  after  which  was  the  address  of  Rev.  Samuel  W. 
Reigart. 

Me.  President  and  Brethren  : There  is  no  individual  more  to 
be  pitied  than  the  man  who  has  no  aim  in  life,  and  who  lives  to  no 
purpose  There  is  such  a thing  as  an  aimless  life.  There  are  men 
who  have  no  higher  object  than  to  eat  and  drink,  and  enjoy  them- 
selves. What  is  the  great  object  of  life  ? What  was  the  object  of 
the  Apostle  Paul?  ‘■'■Forme  to  live  is  Christ .”  This  should  be  the 
sentiment  of  every  Christian  soul.  What  is  the  Christian  Church  ? 
Why  are  we  brought  into  it?  Christ  tells  us  why,  “ Go  ye  into  all 
the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.”  This  command 
is  not  only  to  the  ministry  but  to  every  member  of  the  church- 
When  we  are  called  into  the  church  we  are  called  there  to  work. 

If  Christians  would  only  consecrate  themselves  personally,  how 
much  would  be  done,  but  how  little  do  we  do.  Dear  brethren,  we 
should  lay  ourselves,  our  hearts  on  the  altar.  We  should  consider  the 
church  first.  This  it  not  the  case  now  ; it  is  business  first,  the  church 
afterwards.  We  are  not  to  neglect  our  duties  to  our  families,  our 
fellow  men.  our  temporal  business.  O no!  But  we  are  to  consider 
them  second  to  the  work  of  God.  Let  us  begin  in  our  families.  Let 
our  light  shine  before  men.  “ I beseech  you  therefore,  brethren,  by 
the  mercies  of  God,  that  you  present  your  bodies,  a living  sacrifice, 
holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  which  is  your  reasonable  service.” 

The  next  speaker  was  the  President  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  of  Philadelphia.  Address  of  Peter  B.  Simons  : 

Mr.  President  and  Dear  Christian  Friends  : — What  shall  I 
say  ? Our  subject  is  Personal  Consecration.  Consecration  is  strength 
and  power.  Great  men  in  all  walks  of  life  have  consecrated  them- 
selves to  some  object.  Fulton  consecrated  every  energy  to  the  solu- 
tion of  the  great  problem  of  navigation  by  steam  power,  and  we 
know  the  grand  results.  In  every  age  and  land,  men  who  wrought 
out  great  things  have  been  consecrated  men.  Everything  was  made 
subordinate  to  the  grand  end  in  view.  The  Great  Apostle,  St.  Paul, 
was  a thoroughly  consecrated  man  ; he  said  : “ This  one  thing  I do.” 
Dear  Christian  young  men  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa- 
tions, before  we  separate  let  us  consecrate  ourselves,  aud  resolve  to 
devote  all  our  energies  to  the  evangelization  of  souls.  It  is  hard  to 
stand,  where  men  are  crying  “ Crucify  him !”  and  acknowledge  Christ 
as  our  Lord  and  Master. 

We  can  talk  to  those  who  sympathize  with  us  and  lend  us  a willing 
.and  listening  ear,  but  it  is  harder  to  speak  to  others  and  convince 
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them  of  the  danger  of  living  without  God,  and  without  hope  in  the 
world.  We  came  to  Williamsport  strangers — we  go  away  friends. 
As  we  go  through  your  streets  with  our  little  badges  on,  we  have 
been  taken  by  the  hand  and  smiled  upon  as  friends.  Let  us,  before 
we  leave  this  place,  reconsecrate  ourselves  to  the  service  of  the 
Master.  In  Italy  there  is  a beautiful  art,  which  consists  in  the 
taking  of  different  colored  stones,  and,  by  skillful  arrangement,  pro- 
ducing fine  pictures.  The  Christian  Association  is  a Christian  mo- 
saic of  Christians,  of  all  shades  and  colors  of  faith.  Let  this  be  our 
prayer : 

Nearer  luy  God  to  thee,  nearer  to  thee, 

E’en  though  it  be  a Cross  that  raisetli  me.'’ 

Lut  what  can  we  do  ivitliout  consecration  ? Every  power  will  be 
lost  unless  we  dedicate  them  to  Christ.  We  dislike  very  much  to 
say  farewell.  We  have  learned  to  love  you.  We  have  Williamsport 
daguerreotyped  on  our  hearts.  God  bless  you  as  we  say  farewell.. 
May  he  pour  out  upon  you  a rich  revival,  and  may  you  rejoice  in  the 
day  when  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  met  litre,  is  my 
earnest  prayer. 

The  hymn, 

Nearer,  my  God,  to  Thee,” 

was  then  sung,  which  was  followed  by  the  address  of  Rev.  W.  F. 
Cowden  : 

Mr.  President  and  Friends: — This  theme  is  the  important  one 
of  the  hour.  We  have  had  beautifully  spread  before  us  this  evening, 
the  great  work  that  might  be  done  for  Jesus;  and  I will  venture, 
that  there  has  not  been  one  here,  who  has  not  resolved,  that  he  will 
consecrate  himself  to  the  work  of  Jesus.  How  may  we  do  this  ? It 
is  not  a question  of  willingness,  but  of  power,  how  it  shall  be  done. 
The  reason  so  many  fail  is,  that  they  draw  strength  from  wrong 
sources.  There  is  a source  from  whence  we  may  derive  consecration ; a 
source  that  has  not  been  fully  developed  this  evening.  H is  a de- 
pendence upon  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  forgiveness  ; that  we  are 
saved  through  his  death.  We  are  not  to  forget  that  we  owe  every- 
thing to  the  dying  love  of  the  Son  of  God.  If  we  could  go  feeling 
that  we  depend  on  the  mercy  of  Christ  for  forgiveness  of  our  sins, 
and  peace  with  God,  wc  would  have  this  consecration.  It  is  not  the 
amount  of  sin  forgiven,  but  our  sense  of  forgiveness,  that  we  must  de- 
pend on.  How  much  God  has  done  for  us.  All  the  members  present  in 
this  Convention  have  been  bought  with  the  love  of  Christ,  and  if  this 
was  not  so,  we  would  be  pressing  each  other  into  the  pit  which  is  bot- 
tomless. 

ISText  was  the  address  of  A.  Updegraff. 
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Mr.  President  and  Brethren  of  the  Young  Men’s  Chris- 
tian Association  : — When  we  first  welcomed  you  !o  this  city  our 
expectations  were  very  high.  It  was  in  a season  when  we  were  very- 
low,  barely  living,  and  hoping  that  some  one  would  come  to  fill  us 
with  fire  and  activity.  All  our  expectations  have  been  more  than 
realized.  So  long  as  memory  lingers  in  the  hearts  of  the  Young- 
Men’s  Christian  Association  of  this  city,  so  long  will  we  feel  grati- 
tude to  God  for  your  visit.  Language  fails  to  express  our  gratitude. 
We  needed  something  ; we  have  often  prayed 'and  longed  for  such  a 
season ; we  are  glad  of  this  acquaintance ; it  gladdens  our  hearts. 
We  acknowledge  that  we  have  been  amiss  in  our  duty,  and  we  feel 
deeply  grateful  to  every  brother  who  has  felt  for  us  in  our  low  estate  . 
We  have  made  so  many  pleasant  acquaintances,  we  can  hardly  say 
farewell.  We  have  felt  the  breaking  down  of  denominational  bar- 
riers is  what  we  needed.  In  conclusion  let  me  add,  “Brothers  let  us 
work  for  Jesus,” 

After  the  singing  of  the  hymn, 

“ Jesus  Lover  of  my  Soul.” 

was  the  address  of  Major  William  Frew. 

Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Christians  : I feel  a solemn  re 
sponsibility,  when  I look  on  the  sea  of  faces  before  me,  in  all  proba- 
bility for  the  last  time.  We  may  never  meet  again  until  we  stand 
together  before  the  Judge  of  all  the  world.  We  have  a suitable 
theme  to  ponder  upon,  although  it  were  our  last  moment,  personal 
consecration  to  Christ,  not  as  a body  or  community,  but  personally 
and  individually.  Let  us  personally  live  the  gospel,  that  “ we  may  be 
living  epistles  known  and  read  of  all  men.”  Two  years  ago,  I wan- 
dered in  early  spring,  through  the  garden  of  Gethsemane;  I felt  that 
I was  on  magic  ground.  These  old  olive  trees  had  shaded  Jesus.  I 
felt  that  all  that  story  was  true  ; here  was  the  very  spot  where  Jesus 
had  wept  great  drops  of  blood.  I went  from  that  spot  weeping,  al- 
most heart  broken  ; I went  to  the  tomb  ; I went  to  Calvary  ; I felt 
anew  the  solemn  resolve,  that  henceforth  I should  be  all  for  Jesus; 
and  I feel  the  inspiration  of  those  days  has  made  me  speak  for 
Jesus  ; Jesus  king  of  all  the  earth  came  down,  was  buffeted,  maligned 
and  spit  upon  for  me.  I feel  that  we  should  give  our  lives  and  all 
we  have,  that  Jesus  should  be  made  king  of  all  the  world.  What  is- 
the  value  of  the  soul ; around  us  are  dying,  perishing  souls  ; how 
many  of  us  try  to  save  them.  Brethren  of  the  Young  Men’s  Chris- 
tian Associations,  you  are  enlisted  for  the  war  ; men  are  dying  all  the 
world  over,  and  if  the  Christians  were  devoted  as  they  ought  to  be, 
fifty  years  would  not  transpire,  till  the  world  would  be  Christ’s. 
When  we  lie  down  in  death,  shall  we  wear  a starry  crown  ? Let  us- 
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see  to  it  that  there  shall  be  some  souls  to  shine  as  stars  in  the  crown 
of  our  rejoicing.  Must  we  say  it  ? Farewell  1 

The  hymn, 

“ My  faith  looks  up  to  thee,” 

was  then  sung,  when  Gen.  Beaver,  of  Bellefonte,  was  introduced. 

Address  of  Gen.  James  A.  Beaver. 

Mr.  President: — I don’t  feel  like  talking.  I feel  humble.  I 
have  come  up  to  this  mount  of  privilege.  I feel  as  if  I ought  to 
have  been  here  long  ago.  Personal  consecration  —what  is  it  ? “ But 
thou,  when  thou  prayest,  enter  into  thy  closet.”  There  is  -where  it 
begins.  That  is  what  made  this  Convention  a success ; there  is  no 
doubt  of  it.  There  need  be  no  reaction  if  we  keep  up  our  closet  pray- 
ers, our  trust  and  confidence  in  Jesus.  My  heart’s  desire  and  prayer 
to  God  is  that  young  men  may  be  saved.  Let  every  young  man 
here  consecrate  himself,  body,  soul  and  purse  to  Jesus.  If  we  multi- 
ply agencies  for  good,  let  ns  rest  them  all  on  this  foundation.  Let 
us  do  it.  When  we  see  what  men  can  do,  we  wonder  that  we 
have  not  done  it.  How  little  do  we  do  ; how  little  do  we  give. 
Is  that  the  way  to  do  God’s  work?  We  cannot  do  anything 
without  money : money  is  the  great  lever.  The  Church  calls : 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  calls:  on  the  woilcl — 
to  give  money.  But,  after  all,  the  power  is  in  personal  influence, 
through  personal  contact.  This  is  no  difficulty  in  a majority  of  cases ; 
we  will  be  met  half  way.  I believe  we  can  operate  most  and  best 
by  that  means.  Are  we  consecrated  to  the  service  of  Christ?  If 
not,  it  is  time  that  we  were.  0 that  we  would  all,  with  new  zeal,  go 
home  and  pray  God  to  give  us  grace  to  work  for  him,  as  we  have 
never  done  before. 

At  the  close  of  General  Beaver’s  address,  the  meeing  passed  a few 
minutes  in  silent  prayer,  followed  by  Rev.  II.  E.  Hiles,  of  York,  in 
an  audible  prayer,  after  which  the  hymn, 

“ Come  humble  sinner,  in  whose  breast," 

was  sung. 

The  President  of  the  Convention  made  the  closing  address.  Ad- 
dress of  II.  R.  Porter : 

Hear  Friends: — It  is  hard  to  say  farewell.  The  hour  for  our 
parting  has  come  all  too  quickly,  and  we  would  fain  linger.  This 
place  has  been  to  us  indeed  a mount  of  privilege.  We  came  to  tins 
beautiful  city  as  strangers,  and  have  been  made  by  the  most  generous 
hospitality  to  feel  at  home.  Yet  it  is  more  than  social  enjoyment 
that  has  endeared  these  kind  friends  to  us,  who  have  made  our  stay 
so  delightful.  The  Master  has  been  manifestly  present,  cementing 
our  hearts  and  giving  each  one  of  us,  I trust,  an  intense  desire  to  be 
completely  consecrated  to  his  service.  So  it  is  easy  for  us  to  under- 
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stand  the  feeling  of  Peter,  and  James,  and  John.  “ It  is  good  to  be 
here” — here,  where  we  have  talked  about  His  decease  ; now  accom- 
plished and  forever  sufficient.  But  such  moments  are  not  to  last 
always.  They  are  preparatory  for  the  common,  every-day  work, 
from  which  we  must  not  shrink.  To  the  disciples,  the  preparation 
was  for  an  experience  of  bitterest  sorrow.  Should  sorrow  await  us, 
let  it  be  borne  with  brave  and  stout  hearts,  implicitly  relying  upon 
Christ  for  strength  to  endure  ; and  let  us  feel  it  to  be  a distinguishing 
honor,  if  permitted,  as  Paul,  not  only  to  do,  but  to  suffer  for  our 
Master. 

Our  theme  is  fittingly,  “ Personal  Consecration.”  Xot  one  of  us 
is  his  own,  and  well  does  each  one  in  this  house  know  it.  We  have 
been  bought  with  precious  blood,  and  Christ  claims  the  purchase. 
We  heard  the  cry  of  our  country  in  its  distress,  and  every  heart 
thrilled  as  it  took  it  home  to  answer  for  itself.  Shall  the  voice  from 
heaven  go  unheeded  ? We  admire  devotion — even  in  a foe  we 
admire  it.  On  the  field  of  Sadowa,  after  the  terrible  carnage  had 
ceased,  the  Prussian  surgeons  came  to  a wounded  Austrian  soldier 
and  offered  him  water,  but  weak  and  faint  though  he  was,  he  re- 
fused it.  In  the  morning  they  came  to  bury  the  dead,  and  as  they 
lifted  his  lifeless  body,  beneath  it  they  found  the  silken  flag  of 
Austria,  that  he  loved  more  than  his  life,  and  that  he  was  willing  to 
die  for,  that  possibly  it  might  not  be  captured  by  the  enemy  ; and  the 
purchase  was  so  costly,  aud  the  deed  so  heroic,  that  the  victors 
would  not  bear  it  away  as  a trophy,  but  made  it  the  glorious  shroud 
for  the  noble  foe  whom  they  honored.  And  such  devotion,  that 
every  one  of  us  so  instinctively  admires,  is  what  Christ  asks  of  us  all, 
whether  we  be  Christians  or  not. 

In  St.  George’s  Chapel,  at  Windsor  Castle,  there  is  a beautiful 
monument  to  the  Princess  Charlotte.  It  is  a group  cut  from  a mas- 
sive block  of  the  purest  white  marble.  On  either  side  is  an  angel, 
reaching  upward,  and  looking  towards  the  central  figure,  that  springs 
out  boldly  forward.  This  figure  is  that  of  the  Princess,  who  with  a 
face  of  perfect  peace  is  gazing  upward,  aud  seems  to  be  out-stripping 
the  angels  in  her  heavenward  flight.  Thus  let  our  lives  stand  out — 
lives  of  purity  aud  holiness.  While  in  the  world,  not  of  it.  While 
in  the  world,  above  it.  Xot  clogged  and  held  down  by  our  surround- 
ings, but  always  leaping  upwards  and  raising  these  with  us.  Let  us 
be  ever  cheerful — for  the  world  and  its  tribulations  have  been  over- 
come ; ever  living  for  others,  not  self,  for  the  disciple  is  not  above 
his  Lord — and  ever  watchful,  till  the  Bridegroom  come. 

After  singing  the  hymn, 

“ Shall  we  gather  at  the  river,’- 

Rev.  Wm.  Sterling  led  in  prayer,  closing  with  the  benediction. 
Which  closed  the  second  annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Associations  of  Pennsylvania. 
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HOW  TO  ORGANIZE  ASSOCIATIONS. 


It  has  been  demonstrated  beyond  question,  that  associations  can 
be  carried  on  successfully  in  the  smaller  towns,  and  in  the  country, 
as  well  as  in  the  cities,  and  we  are  desirous  of  having  many  such 
organizations  in  every  county  in  the  State.  Mauy  of  the  following 
important  suggestions  are  prepared  by  the  International  Executive 
Committee,  and  we  most  heartily  concur  in  all  of  them  : 

1st.  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  neither  the  equal 
of,  nor  a substitute  for  the  divinely  appointed  Church  of  Christ. 

2d.  Its  prime  object  should  be  the  conversion  to  Christ  of  all 
young  men  brought  within  its  influence,  who  do  not  love  Him  ; and 
the  strengthening  and  developing  of  those  who  love  Ilis  cause.  The 
social  and  mental  elevation  and  improvement  of  young  men  by  mere 
secular  means  and  appliances,  are  wholly  secondary,  but  still  impor- 
tant objects  in  the  schemes  of  these  organizations. 

3d.  As  these  are  strictly  Christian  societies,  organized  directly 
for  the  promotion  of  the  Master’s  cause — place  the  name  of  Christ 
upon  your  banners,  and  have  only  such  as  love  Him  control  all  the 
work  of  the  association.  This  we  deem  essential  for  the  prosperity 
and  perpetuity  of  your  work. 

PRELIMINARY  MEETING. 

A small  number  of  young  men  of  the  various  evangelical  demoui- 
nations  of  the  place,  after  consultation  with  nil  (lie  evangelical  pas- 
tors, and  leading  Christian  men  and  women,  (whose  co-operation 
should,  if  possible,  be  secured,)  should  issue  a call  for  a meeting  of 
young  meu  for  organization,  and  having  taken  this  step,  no  amount 
of  indifference  or  even  opposition  should  discourage  them,  for  “if 
God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us.”  Avoid  even  the  appearance 
of  a denominational  or  sectarian  character. 

In  effecting  a temporary  organization,  seeme  as  presiding  officer, 
one  well  versed  in  parliamentary  rules,  and  whom  you  know  to  be 
in  thorough  sympathy  with  the  movement. 

Adopt  the  following  preamble  and  constitution,  with  such  altera- 
tions only  as  are  necessary  tor  any  peculiar  circumstance  connected 
with  your  work,  and  in  doing  so  great  care  should  be  taken  not  to  mar 
or  destroy  any  of  its  provisions.  (A  brief  constitution  for  exclusively 
country  work,  different  in  many  respects  from  that  of  cities  and 
towns,  is  appended.) 
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PREAMBLE. 

We,  the  subscribers,  actuated  by  a desire  to  promote  evangelical  religion 

among  the  young  men  of  this and  its  vicinity,  and  impressed  with 

the  importance  of  concentrated  effort  to  aid  in  accomplishing  that  object,  and 
desirous  of  forming  an  association  in  which  we  may  together  labor  for  the 
great  end  proposed,  hereby  agree  to  adopt  for  our  united  government  the 
following 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE  1. — Name  and  Object. 

Section  1. — The  name  of  this  Society  shall  be  “The  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  ” of — •• 

Sec.  2.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  the  improvement  of  the 
spiritual,  mental  and  social  condition  of  young  men,  by  the  ways  and  means 
to  be  hereinafter  designated. 

ARTICLE  II—  Members. 

Sec.  1. — The  members  of  this  Association  shall  consist  of  four  kinds,  viz: 
Active,  Associate,  Life,  and  Honorary  Members. 

Sec.  2. — Any  one  who  is  a member,  in  good  standing,  of  an  Evangelical 
Church  may  become,  and  thereafter  continue,  an  active  member,  by  payment,, 
in  advance,  of  one  dollar  annually.  Active  members  only  shall  have  the  right 
to  vote  and  hold  office. 

Sec.  3. — Any  one  of  good  moral  character  may  become  an  Associate  Mem- 
ber, by  the  payment,  in  advance,  of  one  dollar  annually.  Associate  Members 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  Association,  except  those  of  voting 
and  holding  office. 

Sec.  4. — Life  Members  may  be  constituted  by  the  payment  of  twenty  dol- 
lars at  any  one  time,  subject  to  the  qualifications  and  restrictions  named  in 
Sections  2 and  3 of  this  Article.  Applications  to  be  approved  by  the  board  of 
directors. 

Sec.  5. — Honorary  Members  may  be  constituted  by  the  payment  of  fifty 
dollars  at  any  one  time,  subject  to  same  restrictions  as  Life  Members. 

Sec.  6. — Any  member  of  the  Association  may  propose  the  name  of  an  appli- 
cant for  membership  at  any  of  its  regular  meetings.  All  applications  for 
membership  shall  be  referred  to  a Standing  Committee  of  not  less  than  three 
Active  Members,  which  shall  report  their  action  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
approval. 

ARTICLE  III  — Duties  or  Members. 

Sec.  1. — The  members  of  the  Association  shall  seek  out  young  men  taking 

up  their  residence  in and  its  vicinity,  and  endeavor  to  bring  them 

under  moral  and  religious  influence,  by  aiding  them  in  the  selection  of  suitable 
boarding  place  and  employment,  by  introducing  them  to  the  members  and 
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piivileges  of  this  Association,  securing  their  attendance  at  some  place  of  wor- 
ship on  the  Sabbath,  and,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  surrounding  them 
with  Christian  Associates. 

Sec.  I he  members  of  the  Association  shall  exert  themselves  to  interest 
the  churches  to  which  they  respectively  belong  in  the  object  and  welfare  of 
the  Association.  1 hey  shall  labor  to  induce  all  suitable  young  men  of  their 
acquaintance  to  connect  themselves  with  the  Association — use  all  practical 
means  for  increasing  its  membership,  activity  and  usefulness,  and  they  shall, 
irom  time  to  time,  engage  in  such  special  or  occasional  labors  of  usefulness  as 
mav  be  presented  within  the  scope  of  the  objects  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  IY. — Officers. 

Sec.  1. — There  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  on  the  evening  of 

1ST  , a Board  of Directors,  who  shall  enter  upon  and  hold  office 

from  the of ensuing.  The  Directors  shall,  at  their  first 

meeting,  which  shall  be  on  the day  of , divide  themselves 

by  lot  into  three  classes — the  first  to  hold  office  for  one  year,  the  second  for  two 
years,  the  third  for  three  years,  and  thereafter  one-third  the  Directors  shall  be 
elected  annually  on in . 

Sec.  2. — The  Board  of  Directors,  at  their  first  meeting,  shall  elect  by  ballot 
one  of  their  number  to  be  President,  one  to  be  Vice  President,  one  to  be  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  one  to  be  Recording  Secretary,  and  one  to  be  Treasurer 
of  the  Board  and  of  the  Association;  andsaid  officers  shall  each  hold  office  for 
one  year,  or  until  their  successors  are  appointed. 

ARTICLE  Y. — Duties  of  Officers. 

Sec.  1. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice 
President,  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Association  and  Board  of  Directors, 
and  preserve  in  strict  exercise  the  rules  established  by  Parliamentary  usage. 
It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  present,  at  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Association,  a full  report  of  the  doings  and  progress  of  the  Association 
during  the  past  year. 

Sec.  2. — The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  be  the  organ  of  the  Association  in  its  conferences  with 
other  societies  and  with  the  public;  he  sliail  keep  copies  of  all  letters  written 
by  him,  and  files  of  those  received  by  him,  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

Sec.  3. — The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  due  the  Association,  and 
disburse  the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors  ; and  shall 
keep  a full  and  correct  account  of  his  transactions,  and  report  to  the  Board 
when  so  required,  and  to  the  Association  at  its  Annual  Meeting. 

Sec.  4. — The  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint  a recording  Secretary  and 
Librarian,  to  act  under  their  supervision.  He  must  possess  the  qualifications 
necessary  for  active  membership,  and  shall  attend  all  meetings,  and  keep  a 
correct  record  of  the  proceedings  thereat,  and  notify  all  officers  and  members 
■of  their  election. 

Sec.  5. — He  shall  also  take  charge  of,  and  keep  in  order,  all  books,  docu- 
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ments  and  other  movable  property  of  the  Association,  keep  a correct  catalogue 
and  account  of  the  same,  also  a record  of  all  books  delivered  to  the  members 
of  the  Association,  and  shall  keep  a full  and  complete  record  of  the  name, 
place  of  business  and  of  residence,  denomination  and  church,  of  each  member 
of  the  Association,  stating  to  which  class  of  members  he  belongs,  and  when 
and  by  whom  he  was  introduced  to  the  Association.  He  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  the  Association,  rendering  all  accounts  of  the  same  to  the  Treas- 
urer. [For  all  of  which  services  he  may  receive  a reasonable  compensation, 
to  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Directors.] 

Sf.c.  0.— The  Board  of  Directors  shall  hold  their  meetings  at  least  once  a 

month; shall  constitute  a quorum  thereof;  but may  transact 

any  business,  subject  to  the  after  approval  of  a quorum  of  the  Board. 

ARTICLE  YI. — Committees. 

Sec.  1. — There  shall  be  the  following  Committees  of  the  Association,  viz: 
a Committee  on  Membership;  a Committee  on  Devotional  Meetings;  a 
Committee  on  Visitation  or  Missionary  Work;  a Committee  on  the  Sick: 
a Committee  on  Churches ; [This  Committee  introduces  young  men  to  suitable 
Church  connections,  and  aims  to  interest  pastors  and  members  of  churches  in 
the  Association.  There  should  be  at  least  one  member  of  this  Committee  in 
each  church.]  A Committee  on  Employment,  and  a Committee  on  Boarding 
Houses,  each  committee  to  consist  of  not  less  than  three  members  each,  to  be 
appointed  annually  by  the  President. 

Sec.  2. — The  President  may  appoint  such  other  Committees  as  may  He 
necessary  to  advance  the  work  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  VII. — Vacancies  in  Office. 

In  case  of  any  vacancy  occurring  in  the  offices,  the  Board  of  Directors  shall 
have  power  to  fill  the  same  until  the  time  of  the  next  annual  election. 

ARTICLE  VIII. — Meetings. 

Sec.  1. — There  shall  be  a meeting  of  the  Association  on  the even- 

ing of  each  month,  for  the  proposal  and  election  of  members,  and  for  the  pro- 
motion of  Christian  and  social  intercourse. 

Sec.  2. — There  shall  be  an  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association  on  the 

, at  which  time  the  reports  of  the  President  and  Treasurer  may  be  read. 

Sec.  3. — Special  meetings  of  the  Association  for  the  transaction  of  business 
may  be  called  by  the  President,  at  the  written  request  of  ten  members  thereof. 

Sec.  4. — (Fifteen)  members  shall  constitute  a quorum  at  any  meeting  where 
business  is  to  be  transacted. 

Sec.  5. — All  meetings  of  the  Association  shall  be  opened  by  the  reading  of 
the  Scriptures,  prayer  and  singing,  and  closed  by  prayer  and  singing. 

ARTICLE  IX. — Amendments. 

This  constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Association,  provided  such 
alteration  or  amendment  shall  have  been  proposed  at  a meeting  at.  least  one 
month  previous;  excepting  that  Section  2 of  Article  H,  shall  not  be  altered 
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or  amended  without^tlie  consent  of  all  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
tirst  obtained  and  signified  by  them  on  a call  of  the  ayes  and  noes  at  a regu- 
lar meeting  of  such  Board,  and  upon  notice  of  one  month  to  such  Board  of  an 
intention  to  propose  such  alteration  and  amendment,  and  five  negative  votes 
in  the  Association,  when  such  alteration  or  amendment  is  submitted  for  final 
action,  shall  defeat  the  same. 

ARTICLE  X. — Discipline. 

Sec.  1. — In  case  of  misconduct,  or  neglect  of  duty  in  office,  the  majority  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  may  declare  the  office  of  such  an  offender  vacant.  Ab- 
sence from  two  regular  meetings,  without  excuse,  shall  be  considered  such  a 
neglect  of  duty. 

.Sec.  2.— In  case  any  member  of  the  Association  shall  tie  charged  with  im- 
morality or  misconduct,  by  reason  of  which  he  shall  be  no  longer  qualified  for 
membership,  a Committee  of  five  shall  be  appointed  at  any  regular  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  at  any  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  that  pur- 
pose, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  investigate  such  charges,  and  report  the  result 
of  such  investigation,  and  all  testimony  taken  thereon,  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board.  Any  person  so  charged  may  attend  before  such  Committee,  and 
may  introduce  testimony  rebutting  such  charge. 

Sec.  8. — At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  at  which  such  report 
shall  be  made,  said  report  may  be  adopted  or  rejected  ; and,  if  adopted,  the 
accusedshall  be  thereby  expelled  from  the  Association,  and  shall  forfeit  all  his 
rights  and  privileges  therein.  At  such  meeting,  and  before  the  adoption  or 
rejection  of  such  report,  the  accused  may  make  his  defence. 

ORDER  OF  EXERCISES  FOR  MOXTHLY  MEETING. 

1.  Reading  of  Scripture,  Prayer  and  Singing. 

2.  Reading  the  Minutes  of  preceding  meeting. 

3.  Reports  of  the  Committees  of  the  Association,  in  the  order  of  their 
appointment. 

4.  Intermission  of minutes,  to  be  devoted  to  mutual  introductions 

and  general  conversation. 

5.  Singing. 

6.  Essay.  The  subject  to  be  of  a moral  or  religious  character,  not  sectarian 
or  political;  in  length  limited  to  fifteen  minutes,  and  then  the  subject  to  be 

thrown  open  to  the  Association  for  general  conversation  for minutes 

more. 

7.  Election  of  Members. 

8.  Proposal  of  Members. 

9. ’ Prayer  and  Singing. 

CONSTITUTION  FOR  COUNTRY  WORK. 

PREAMBLE. 

Whereas,  Young  men  are  specially  addressed  in  the  Word  of  God  ; and, 
as  such,  are  called  on  to  lay  out  their  strength  in  the  service  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ; 
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Therefore,  We,  the  undersigned,  recognizing  the  obligation  of  this  call 
and  wishing  as  young  men  to  do  what  we  can  in  the  service  of  our  Divine > 
Master1,  do  associate  ourselves  together  to  engage  in  His  work,  and  to  this  end 
do  hereby  agree  to  adopt  for  our  government  the  following 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE  I. 

The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion of . 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  develop  and  strengthen  the  Clrris- 
tian  graces  of  its  members : to  lead  sinners  of  all  classes,  and  especially  such 
as  are  in  the  highways  and  hedges,  to  a saving  acquaintance  with  Jesus,  and 
to  do  good  as  we  have  opportunity,  to  the  whole  household  of  faith. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  membership  of  this  Association  shall  consist  of  such  as  are  members 
in  good  and  regular  standing  in  some  evangelical  church:  as  have  been  elected 
by  a two-thirds  vote  at  any  regular  or  special  meeting,  and  as  have  paid  the 
annual  due  of  one  dollar  into  the  treasury. 

ARTICLE  IY. 

The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  consist  of  a President.  Vice-President 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  whose  duties  shall  be  such  as  usually  pertain  to 
these  offices,  and  whose  election  shall  take  place  at  the  annual  meeting. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  take  place  on  the 

in ; other  meetings  to  be  provided  for  by  resolution. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

The  following  Committees  shall  be  annually  appointed  by  the  President: 

1.  A Committee  of  three  on  Devotional  Exercises,  whose  duty  shall  be  to 
take  charge  of  the  regular  Devotional  Meetings  of  the  Association — appointing 
the  leader,  and  providing  topics  for  prayer  and  conference. 

2.  A Committee  of  five  on  Tract  Distribution,  whose  duty  shall  be  to 
distribute,  in  their  respective  districts,  such  tracts  as  the  Association  may 
provide. 

3.  A Committee  of  three  on  the  Sick,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  find  out  all 
the  sick  in  their  respective  districts,  and  provide  for  such  religious  services 
with  them  as  shall  be  for  the  edification  of  saints,  and  the  conversion  of  sin- 
ners. 

4.  A Committee  of  five  on  Missionary  work,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  find 
out  in  their  respective  districts,  all  that  have  none  to  care  for  their  souls,  and 
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make  arrangements  for  carrying  the  Gospel  to  them  by  private  visitations, 
cottage  prayer  meetings,  or  school-house  services. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

The  President,  Secretary  and  Chairman  of  the  Missionary  Committee  shall 
constitute  an  Executive  Committee,  to  make  arrangements  for  the  anniversary 
for  occasional  lectures  before  the  Association,  and  for  starting  elsewhere  simi- 
lar Associations. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  regular  or  special 
meeting,  by  a vote  cf  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 
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D.  MEESHON’S  SON  S> 

RUSSIAN  HEATER,  RANGE  AND  GRATE  WORKS, 

NORTH  WEST  COR  TWELFTH  AND  FILBERT  STS. 

Also  Nos.  40,  42,  44  and  46  NORTH  TWELFTH  STREET. 

Salesrooms,  No.  1338  Chestnut  Street,  Opposite  the  United  States  Mint,  Phila. 


MERSHON’S  RUSSIAN  HEATERS, 

Cooking  Ranges,  Low  Down  Grates,  Latrobe  Heaters,  Portable  Heaters 
Fireplace  Heaters,  Slate  Mantels,  Gas  Ovens,  Registers,  Chimney  Yenti 
lators,  ancl  Confectioners’  Candy  Furnaces. 

Boilers  for  Ranges,  Gas  Logs,  Plumbing,  Gas  and  Steam  Fitting,  Cast 
ings  of  all  kinds,  Building  Iron  Work. 

A.  H.  MERSHON.  GEO.  B,  MERSHON, 


THE  PENN  MUTUAL 


TIIE  PENN  MUTUAL 

Is  one  of  the  oldest  companies  in  the  United  States,  and  past  the  day  of 

experiments. 

It  is  the  Only  Purely  Mutual  Company  in  the  State.  Every 
policy  holder  is  a member  of  the  Company,  entitled  to  all  its  advantages 
and  privileges,  having  the  right  to  vote  at  all  elections  tor  Trustees,  aud 
thus  has  an  influence  in  its  management. 

It  has  the  largest  accumulated  fund  of  any  Life  Insurance  Company  in 
the  State. 

It  has  no  stockholders  to  receive  large  dividends  out  of  the  earnings  of 
the  Company.  It  has  by  economical  management  been  enabled  to  declare 
more  dividends  in  number,  and  of  a larger  average  percentage,  than  any 
other  Company  in  the  United  States. 

For  example  : Policy  No.  16,  for  $5000,  has  been  paid  to  the  widow  of 
a Philadelphia  merchant,  upon  which  twenty-three  dividends  had  been 
declared  averaging  fifty-jive  per  cent. 

It  is  liberal  in  its  management,  prompt  in  its  settlements,  safe  beyond 
contingency,  and  its  rates  are  as  low  as  those  of  any  good  company  in  the 
country. 

ITS  PRINCIPAL  FEATURES  are  small  expenses,  absolute  security, 
large  return  premiums,  policies  non-forfeitable,  prompt  payment  of  losses, 
and  liberality  to  the  insured. 

SAMUEL  C.  HUEY.  President. 

SAM L EL  E.  STOKES,  Vice-President. 

JOHN  W.  HORNOR,  Ass’t  Vice  Pres,  and  Actuary. 

II.  S.  STEPHENS,  Secretary. 

4®~  Liberal  arrangements  made  with  intelligent  Agents  for  good  Territory  East 
and  West ; full  General  Agents’  Commissions  will  be  allowed. 


